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Posted by: Supun Liyanage I July 26. 2009 at 01:14 PM

I am surprised that given the release of the QLD report, there has not been more speculation about th e NSW redistribution

and what the AEC has in mind. I thought I would chance my ann on the strategy of the AEC in drawing new boundaries in

NSW.

In the QLD report there was a strong focus on th e projected enrolments and th e tolerance of plus or minus 3.5%, with

other factors then given due consideration . On that basis, I have examined th e NSW figur es and drawn a few conclusions.

The projected enrolments in NSW provi de an average number per division of 98,907, with a 3.5% tolerance range of

102,372 to 95.448. There is only one seat that has a proj ected enrolment over 102,372. It is Reid which is bound to shed

electors to Lowe which is below the lower tolerance level. There are 12 seats that have proj ected enrolments below the

lower tolerance level of 95,448. In addition to Lowe, they are [in ascending order] Calare, Park es, Gilmore, Throsby Lyne,

[Lowe] Cunningham , Fowler, New England, Berowra, Riverina and Hughes. The seat of Hughes is ju st helow 95 ,448.

While every NSW seat needs re-jigging, th e above 12 need it most. I th ink th ere are two options: abo lish Riverina or

abolish Macarthur [which to me, is tantamount to abolishing Werriwa as well].

Riverina is one of th e twelve seats below tolerance. Its electors would be spread to Calare, Farrer, Hume and have knock­

on effects in Parkes, New England and Lyne . There would be a sort of curling effect flowing from southern NSW to th e

north coast of NSW. But the ripple effects of abolishing Riverina would however be rebuffed som ewhat in Eden-Monaro

which is well abo ve th e lower tolerance level and un likely to shed more electors to Gilmore as it did in the last

red istribution. Abolishing Riverin a doesn't easily assist in boosting the numbers in Gilmore, Throsby, Cunningham and

Hughes, all of whom arc linked to each other and running down th e south coast . In th e case of Hughes, it is wedged

between th e coastal seats and Werriwa. I suspect that the AEC will not aboli sh Riverina becaus e it is yet another rural seat

[following on from Gwydir] and th erefore too politi cal. Th e ripple effects of abolishing Riverina do not have the imp act to

influence numbers in Gilmore, Throsby, Cunningham an d Hughes, and for that matter, Fowler & Lowe. [I think Berowra

can be topped up from Benn elong, Mitchell and Greenway all of which have heal thy projected enrolments. ]

I th ink Macarthur is a better chance for abolition. Th at effective ly mean s Werriwa too because it would move furthe r west

into Macarthur acquiring some of Campbelltown's electors . The effect of th e abolition of Macarthur would push east into

Hughes whose numbers would be augmented by tho se in Werriwa. Th e ripple effect of thi s would be felt in Cunningham,

Throsby and Gilmore with th eir northern boundaries moving further north. This could also allow Eden Monaro to return

to its former coastal boundary. Th e abolition of Macarthur would also push south through Hum e and allow th e curling

effect already noted to correct the low enrolment s in Riverina, Calare, Parkes, New England and Lyne; sign ificantly redraw

Hume and fine-tu ne numbers in Farrer & Eden Monaro. Th e enrolments in Fowler could be topped up as well but less

painfully. It mean s th at th e Liberal s would lose at least two seats: Macarthur of course, and Hughes whose boundaries

would reflect more ofWerriwa's Labor electors. Gilmore could be a line-ball Labor seat on th e worst scenario for th e

Liberals .

Abolish ing a scat like Lowe doesn 't solve th e shortfalls in sea ts such as Parkes and CaIare. Neither does th e abolition of

Thro sby or Gilmore.

There you have it ! I've had my two bob 's worth. I wond er if anyone ou t the re has an opinion on th is as well. We shall all

learn soon enough on Friday.

Posted by: John Anderson I August 02, 2009 at 09:08 PM

Like J ohn Ande rson, I'm amazed that little, if anything, has been said abou t the NSW redistribution and what the AEC has

in mind. All I hop e is that this redistribution produces a better outcome than the 20 06 one, which could only be described

as a dog's breakfast .

It will be interesting to see what is don e with th e Hume Corridor and wheth er we see the creation of a Bradman out of

Hume and Riverin a, or whether either of Macarthur or Riverina is the seat that is blown away.

Speaking personally, as a resident of Hornsby Heights, I will interested to see what happens wi th Berowrn and what, if

anyth ing, is done with Bennelong an d Reid, which are now both well over th e quota.

Anyway, by this time tomorrow, it will be out in the open.

Posted by: Col Gilbertson IAugust 06, 2009 at 04 :54 PM
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