How to vote

For federal elections you’ll usually receive
two ballot papers. A green one for the
House of Representatives and a white
one for the Senate.

On the green ballot paper you need
to number every box in order of your

preference.

On the white ballot paper you can choose
one of two ways to vote. You can put a
number ‘1’ in a box above the black line
for the party or group of your choice, or you
can fill in every box below the black line in
order of your preference.

You can learn more about how to vote,
how votes are counted and how the
electoral system works by visiting the
AEC website. (There’s even a place
where you can practise voting!)

If you don’t complete the ballot papers
correctly your vote won’t be counted.
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Your vote is a valuable thing.

Who am | voting for?

You are voting to elect people to represent
you in the Australian federal parliament in
Canberra.

Parliament is at the centre of government,
making decisions and passing laws on
issues that affect us all.

At a federal election you elect members to
represent you in the two houses that make
up the federal parliament—the House of
Representatives and the Senate.

For the House of Representatives, Australia

is divided into 150 areas called electorates.

You vote for one member of parliament to
represent your electorate.

For the Senate, each state has 12 senators
and the territories (NT and ACT) each have
two. You vote for senators to represent your
whole state or territory.

www.aec.gov.au

The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC)
conducts federal elections and referendums,
maintains the electoral roll and provides

a range of electoral information and
education programs.
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Interpreting service

For assistance in your preferred language
call the number below.
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A guide to enrolling and voting
in federal elections

igs 1300 720 534 Hame
Maresmir<a 1300 720 139 ‘Macedonan
08P 1300 720 542 Yarigarin
Fols<i 300 720 143 Poish
Portupués 1300 720 145 Porfuglese
PyctKMiA 1300 720 146 Russian
Cenckm 1300 720 547 Seian
Fsparal 1300 720 148 Snanish
Torkpe 1300 720 1453  Twrkish
Wiat-rgil 1300 720 152 Vietnamese
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Users who are deaf or have a hearing/speech
impediment can call through the National Relay Service.
TTY users can phone 133 677 then ask for 13 23 26.
Speak and Listen (speech-to-speech relay) users

can phone 1300 555 727 then ask for 13 23 26.
Internet relay users can connect to the NRS and then
ask for 13 23 26.
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The right to vote is one of the privileges
of living in a democracy—you get a say
in who runs your country.

In Australia, enrolling and voting is
compulsory by law. More importantly,

it is your chance to choose who represents
you in the federal parliament.

When you enrol to vote, your name and

address is added to the Commonwealth
Electoral Roll, the list of voters entitled

to vote in an election.

You must enrol and vote if you're an
Australian citizen aged 18 or older.

You can enrol if you're 17. That way,
you’ll be on the electoral roll and able
to vote when you turn 18.

The electoral roll closes shortly after an
election has been called and if you're

not on it, you can’t vote. There are different
deadlines for federal, state/territory

and local government elections. So you
should enrol, and stay enrolled, to make
sure you don’t miss out.

Just fill out an enrolment form, provide
proof of identity (a driver’s licence number
if you have one) and you will be added

to the electoral roll. If you don’t have a
driver’s licence, see the enrolment form
for other options.

One single form will enrol you for federal,
state/territory and most local government
elections.

In a few weeks, you'll receive a letter
confirming your enrolment.

- download one from - www.aec.gov.au
- Australia Post outlets

- any Australian Electoral Commission
(AEC) office

- Tax Office shopfronts

- Centrelink customer centres

- Medicare offices

- some rural transaction centres

Every time you change your address—moving

across the street or across the country—or
change your name, you need to fill out a new
form. This will enrol you at your new location
or update your name and remove your old
details in one easy step.

If you don’t update your details, your name
could be removed from the electoral roll
which means you lose your chance to vote.

If you can’t find your letter from the AEC
confirming your enrolment details, you can
check the AEC website or call 13 23 26.

It is not compulsory to enrol or vote if

you are outside Australia. If you are going
overseas for either a holiday or a longer
period of time, you should let the AEC know.
If you don’t, you run the risk of having your
name taken off the roll.

You can apply to register as a silent elector
if you fear that publication of your address
on the electoral roll would put the safety of
you or your family at risk.

An application form and further information
is available from the AEC website or by
calling 13 23 26.
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When and where do | vote?

Federal election day is always on a Saturday.
Voting takes place between 8am and 6pm
at polling places around the country. Where
you will be on election day determines how
you can vote.

If you are in your local area you can vote
at any polling place in your electorate.
The locations are advertised on the AEC
website and in major newspapers the
Friday before election day.

If you are in your home state or territory but
outside your electorate, you can vote at any
polling place. This is called an absent vote.

If you will be in another state or territory
you can only vote at special interstate voting
centres. Locations will be advertised at the
time of the election. Alternatively, you could
vote before you leave home or you can apply
for ballot papers to be sent to you.

If you are not able to vote on election

day you may be eligible to vote at an early
voting centre or to apply for a postal vote.
Remember, if you do apply for a postal vote,
ballot papers can’t be sent to you until the
candidates for the election are finalised.

Check the AEC website for further
information about these options.



