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From: Dickson, Leonie [Leonie.Dickson@dhhs.tas.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 19 August 2009 9:21 AM
To: QLD Redistribution
Subject: FW: Need your support
Attachments: Letter of Objection - Queensland Electoral Division.doc; Supporting_Documents.zip

Importance: High

 
 

Leonie Dickson 

Aboriginal Health Liaison Officer 
Ph: 62228264 

Mobile: 0409 523 131 

  

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

From: julialang8@bigpond.com [mailto:julialang8@bigpond.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, 19 August 2009 8:22 AM 

To: Rebecca.halliday@centrelink.gov.au; tracey.gowans@health.sa.gov.au; lynne.mitchell@police.vic.gov.au; Dickson, 
Leonie; lenny@crana.org.au; tarmaliek@wila.org.au; amdimer57@gmail.com 

Subject: Need your support 

Importance: High 
 
Good Morning 
  
Lodging of Objection to Proposed new Queensland Federal Division Name - WRIGHT 
Recommendation that the Proposed new Queensland Federal Division Name - WATERS 
  
Objection Lodgement by 5:00pm on Friday 21 August 2009 

  
I apologise for the lateness in my email but I have been lobbying several people in regards to this matter. 
  
My family are seeking your support in lodging an objection to naming of the new Queensland Federal Division - Wright to 

WATERS. I have drafted a letter to the Australian Electoral Officer for Queensland listing the reason for the 

objection to the name Wright.  
  
Copies of the newspaper articles on this naming of the new Queensland Federal Division - Wright and the process for 
lodging an objection are attached for your perusal. Further information can be obtained from the AEC website - 
http://www.aec.gov.au/Electorates/Redistributions/2009/qld/propsed_report/proposed_report_qld2009.pdf 
  

You can lodge your objection to this email address is qld.redistribution@aec.gov.au. 

  
If you need to discuss this matter as the closing date is on Friday, please ring me on 0401 347 895. 
  
On behalf of my family, I thank you for your support. 
  
regards 
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Jules (Julia Lang) 
  
  
  

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER 

The information in this transmission may be confidential and/or protected by legal professional privilege, and is 

intended only for the person or persons to whom it is addressed. If you are not such a person, you are warned 

that any disclosure, copying or dissemination of the information is unauthorised. If you have received the 

transmission in error, please immediately contact this office by telephone, fax or email, to inform us of the error 

and to enable arrangements to be made for the destruction of the transmission, or its return at our cost. No 

liability is accepted for any unauthorised use of the information contained in this transmission. If the 

transmission contains advice, the advice is based on instructions in relation to, and is provided to the addressee 

in connection with, the matter mentioned above. Responsibility is not accepted for reliance upon it by any other 

person or for any other purpose. 



Leonie Dickson 

105 Brent Street 

Glenorchy 7010 

Tasmania 

 

7 August 2009 

 

Australian Electoral Officer for Queensland 

GPO Box 2590 

Brisbane QLD 4001 

  

Good Morning 

 

Objection to the Proposed New Queensland Division’s Name 

In 2006, the Australian Electoral Commission originally recommended “WRIGHT” as the new 

Electoral Division name but did not proceed with it as the public uproar regarding the name 

“WRIGHT”.   

 

When I saw the recent announcement in The Sunday Mail on 26 July 2009, with the new electoral 

division’s name as “WRIGHT”, I immediately thought of Keith Wright – former Australian Labor Party 

politician and convicted rapist. Not only did I associate the name Wright with the disgraced Labor 

politician, but so did my family and friends. 

 

Within the Proposed Report QLD 2009, the argument for the naming of the New Queensland 

Division as Wright at Reference Points 77 to 87 does not alleviate the confusion of the name, 

WRIGHT. Many Queenslanders will always associate the name with the disgraced politician. The 

acknowledgement of the confusion of the name Wright is recorded on the below website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems that prior to the closure of nominations for the new Queensland Division’s Name on 8 May 

that the name “WRIGHT” was the only one being considered since it was overlooked in 2006.  

 

Alternative Name suggested for the Proposed New Queensland Division’s Name - WATERS 

As the New Electoral Division is in Queensland, then I believe that Len Waters represented 

Queensland as the only Aboriginal Fighter pilot in the RAAF, more honourably then Judith Wright. 

Mr Waters was born in New South Wales, but his family moved and settled in Queensland. He joined 

 



the Air Force in St George, Queensland on 24 August 1942 and settled in St George at the end of the 

war. Mr Waters was proud to be the only Aboriginal fighter pilot in the RAAF even though the 

Australian Government abandoned him at the end of the Second World War. He resumed his life as 

a manual labourer and was a staunch unionist and Australian Labor Party supporter until his death 

on 24 August 1993.  

 

There were nine recommendations for my father, Len Waters, out of the 47 submissions received for 

the new Queensland Division’s Name nominations on 8 May 2009. The recommendations included 

two Members of Parliament submitting recommendations, Jamboree Councillor, the members of 

Squadron who flew with Mr Waters during World War II and his family and friends. The comments 

on the submissions included that Mr Waters “stands as a role model to all Australians regardless of 

ethnic background”, “recognising him in the naming of this electorate would be contributing to 

Reconciliation between all Australians”, “Mr Waters’ life has already been commemorated in several 

ways such as his depiction on an Australian Post stamp and a monument being erected to him in St 

George. Given Mr Waters served his country and rose to the rank of Warrant Office in the RAAF at a 

time in Australia’s history when he wasn’t eligible to vote, I believe the naming of the new 

Queensland electorate after him is a fitting tribute to honour his legacy and sacrifice.” 

 

Recommendation for the new Queensland Electoral Division’s Name - WATERS: 

That WATERS is the new Queensland Electoral Division’s name instead of WRIGHT which will always 

be synonymise with Keith WRIGHT the former Australian Labor Party politician and convicted rapist. 

Mr Waters honourably served Australia during a time of crisis and was proud of his heritage. 

 

With regards 

 

 

 

 

Leonie Dickson 

  

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 


