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2000 Redigribution Process
Ccommences

A redistribution of federal electoral boundaries commenced in Queensland and New South Wales early

2006. This edition of Electoral Newsfile examines the redistribution process.

The Electoral Commissioner announced in Novem-
ber 2005 that, as a result of changesin population,
the Parliamentary representation entitlements of
Queendand (Qld) and New SouthWales(NSW) will

change.

The Electora Commissioner madethedetermination
of thenumber of representativestowhicheach State
and Territory is entitlted on 17 November 2005,
basedon figuresfromtheAustralian Bureau of Statis-
ticsand other sources. Thesefigures confirmedthat
Queendland will gain an extraseat and New South
Waleswill loseoneseat intheHouseof Representa-
tives.

The Australian Electoral Commission met on 2
December 2005, to direct the commencement of
redistributionsin Queend andand New SouthWales.
Noticeof theredistributionsin Queend andand New
South Wales was published in the Commonwealth
Gazette on 2 December 2005.

How was the deter mination made?

The determination was made by dividing the total
population figure for all the States, excluding the
Territories, by twicethe number of Senatorsfor the
States to obtain aquota. Each State and Territory
populationwasthen divided by thequota, rounding
the resulttothe nearest wholenumber todetermine
the entitlement (seepage3 for detailed explanation
of thecalculations).

The determinationof representation entitlementswas
made under sections 46 and 48 of the Common-
wealthElectoral Act 1918 (theElectoral Act) which
requiretheElectoral Commissioner toascertainthe
popul ation of the Commonweal thand the Statesand
Territoriestwelvemonthsafter thefirst meeting of the
newly elected House of Representativesandtothen
determineeach Stateand Territory’ srepresentation
entitlements at the next general election.

ChangestoentitlementsinaStateor Territory trigger
aredistributionof electoral boundaries.

A Redistribution Committeeisformedtodevelopa
redistributionproposal.

A RedigtributionCommitteefor aStatecons stsof the
Electora Commissioner, the Australian Electoral
Officer for the State, the Surveyor-General (or
equivalent) for the State and the State Auditor-
Generd. If the Surveyor-General or Auditor-
General arenot available, their deputies or, failing
that, senior officersof theAustralian Public Service
fromthat Stateareappointed.

What causes a redistribution?

Therearethreetriggersdefinedin section 59 of the
Electora Act that cancausearedistributiontobeheld.
A redistributionisrequired:
a when the number of parliamentary repre-
sentatives to which a State or the ACT is
entitled haschanged,;
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b) whenthenumber of electorsin more thanone
thirdof thedivisionsin aStateorinoneof the
divisionsinthe ACT deviatesfromthe

averagedivisiona enrolment by morethan 10

per centinthreeconsecutivemonths; or

if sevenyearshaselapsed sincethelast redis-
tribution.

©)

When were redistributions last held?
Redistributionswerelastheldin:

11 February 2000

25 November 2003

New SouthWales
Queendand

Can people have a say in the process?

After aredistributioncommencestheElectoral Com-
missioner invitespublicsuggestionsonhow the new
boundaries should be drawn and names for the
electora divisions. Followingthisperiodthesugges-
tions areavailable for publiccommentfor afurther 14
days. TheRedistributionCommitteethendevel opsa
redistribution proposal and publishesand exhibits
mapsshowing proposed boundariesandnames. The
public then has 28 days to lodge objections to the
proposals.

Anaugmented Electoral Commissionfor aStateor a
Territory then has60 daysinwhichto consider the
objections(includinginitial and any further objec-
tions). Theaugmented Electoral Commissionfor a
Stateor Territory consists of the members of the
RedistributionCommitteefor that Stateor Territory,
plus the Chairperson of the Australian Electoral
Commission and the non-Judicial Commissioner
(the Augtralian Statistician).

If theaugmented Electoral Commission proposesto
set boundariesthat aresignificantly different from
those proposed by the Redistribution Committee,
further objectionsmay belodged. Theaugmented
Electoral Commission may hold publichearingsto
consi der obj ectionsbeforemakingafina determina-
tion of boundaries and names of the electoral
divisons.

What is considered by the Committee?

Indevel opingitsproposal, aRedi stribution Committee
must takeintoconsideration:

* community of interests, including economic,
social andregional interests;

*  meansof communicationandtravel;

» physica featuresandarea;

*  boundariesof existingdivisions; and

e enrolment (bothcurrentenrolmentand’ pro
jected’ enrolment).

What isthe three and a half year rule?

Boundariesaredrawnwiththeaimthat threeandahal f
yearsafter theredistribution, theenrolment in each
electoral division should not vary from the State or
Territory average by morethanthreeand ahalf per
cent.

Thisisthecase for theredistributionof NSW where
theprojectiondateis31 May 2010.

However, wheretheElectoral Commissionisof the
opinionthat thenumber of divisonstowhichaStateis
entitled may changesooner than 3.5years, ashorter
projectiontimemay beused.

Thisisthecasefor theredistribution of Queensland
wheretheElectoral Commissionisof theopinionthat
Queendandmay gainanother divisioninNovember
2008 and so has determined a projection date of
30November 2007 in accordancewith section63A
of theElectoral Act.

How will an election affect the
redistribution?

New electoral boundariesdo not come into effect
until thenext general election. Any by-election held
prior tothenext general el ection wouldbeconducted
onexistingboundaries.
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TheQuota

The quota is calculated by dividing
the number of people of the
Commonwealth by twice the
number of Senators for the States:

19,752,065
72x2 =144 = 137,167.1181

TheEntitlement

The number of Members of the House of Representatives to be chosen in each State and Territory is determined
by dividing the number of peoplein each State and Territory by the quota, and rounding the result to the nearest
whole number.

State/Territory Quota
New South Wales 49.3171
Victoria 36.5444
Queensland 28.7674
Western Australia 14.6083
SouthAustralia 11.2288
Tasmania® 3.5340
Australian Capital Territory 2.3751
Northern Territory 1.5054
Total

1

The Population
State/Territory* Number of people
New South Wales 6,764,690
Victoria 5,012,689
Queendland 3,945,940
Western Australia 2,003,778
South Australia 1,540,223
Tasmania 484,745
The Commonwealth? 19,752,065
The Australian Capital Territory’ 325,790
Northern Territory” 206,492

Number of members Change
to be chosen

49

37
29
15
11
5
2
2

150

Under section 38A of the CEA , the Territory of Norfolk Island is not taken to be a Territory for the purposes of this determination, but
certain Norfolk Island residents areincluded in State and Territory population figures.

-1

+1

2 Under section 45 of the CEA , the total number of the people of the Commonweal th does not include the number s of people of the
Territories.

3 Under section 4 of the CEA the population figure for the ACT includes Jervis Bay for the purposes of this determination.

4 Under sub-sections 48 (2C) and 48 (2E) of the CEA the population figure of the Northern Territory includes Cocos (Keeling) Islands,
Christmas Island and twice the standard error of the estimate of the net undercount for the Northern Territory for the purposes of this
determination.

5 Under section 24 of the Constitution Tasmania is guaranteed a minimum of five Members.
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Theredigribution timetable

NOTE:
AudgrdianElectord Commissiondirects The indicative timetable for the
redi stributionto commenceand quotaof Queensland and New South Wales
dectorsdetermined. redistributions are on the AEC website
Electoral Commissionerinviteswritten | @ www.aecgoval
suggestionsfrompublic.
Appointment of Redistribution Committee
Public suggestionsinvited
. . 30d
Closingdatefor suggestions — s
Suggestions available for publiccomments
. . 14 days
Closingdatefor writtencomments —
Redi stribution Committeecons derssuggestions
and commentsand devel opsaset of boundary —
proposals
Redistribution Committeepublishesandexhibits
mapsshowing proposed boundariesand names No time specified
Publicobjectionstoproposals
Closingdateforwrittenobjections 28 days
Objectionsavailablefor publiccomments
Closingdatefor writtencomments 14 days
Augmented Electoral Commission considersobjections.
Augmented Electoral Commissionmakesfina - G0das
proposal (openhearings)
Final determination ] As soon as practicable
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