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 Polling place – Election night1

 Central Senate Scrutiny from Tuesday after election day

Scanning and counting workflow cutout
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 Divisional out-posted centre2
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ELECTION DAY

First preference count of ordinary 
votes at polling places and  

House of Representatives ordinary 
pre-poll votes at early voting centres 

or divisional scrutiny centres
Declaration  
of the Poll

Week -1 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4/5

Finalise counting of 
declaration votes

Final day for receipt 
of declaration votes

Distribution of 
preferences

Note: these timeframes are indicative and may change due to operational requirements

DRO Senate count 
pre-poll ordinary 
Senate votes

Despatch of Senate votes to CSS

Preliminary scrutiny of declaration votes at AEC offices or out-posted centres

DRO Senate count of ordinary and declaration ballot papers at out-posted centres

Scrutiny of Senate votes at the Central Senate Scrutiny (CSS) Centre
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Federal Election Indicative timeline for Senate counting process


