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The existing electorate name has served the community 
well and reflects an enduring part of Tasmania's 
historical and geographic identity. Retaining 
established names also promotes continuity for voters 
and avoids unnecessary disruption.

For these reasons, I respectfully submit that the 
proposed name change should not proceed. The AEC 
should continue to exercise restraint in altering 
long-standing electorate names and reserve such 
changes for exceptional circumstances where there is 
a clear and compelling reason. Moreover, this process 
should be subject to extensive public consultation. 
In this case, the AEC has not adequately articulated 
why it believes the name Franklin is no longer 
suitable or valid. Nor has it adequately explained 
why it has selected Tongerlongeter and Tongerlongeter 
only as the proposed new name. No other names were 
proposed and the public consultation process has been 
very limited. On this basis, I would recommend that 
the AEC re-examines its processes.
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