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If the renaming of the Franklin electorate proved to be an absolute necessity, which we 
do not believe has been demonstrated, we would also object to the proposed name of 
‘Tongerlongeter’ for two reasons.

Firstly, the AEC website shows that 24 out of the 150 Australian Federal electorates are already 
named for an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander word or person. Therefore, based on your 
own statistics, there is already more than adequate representation of Aboriginal heritage in our 
electorate naming. Erasure of yet another Anglo-Celtic name is entirely unjustified.

In addition, reports published in local newspapers at the time detailed two attacks near Lake 
Tiberias, Tasmania in October 1828 where Anne Geary, Mrs Gough and two children Alicia 
Gough and John Langford were brutally murdered by Oyster Bay Aboriginals, a group led 
by Tongerlongeter. While Tongerlongeter may deserve his place in the history of this conflict, 
naming a Federal electorate for him is disrespectful to the aforementioned victims and the 
remainder of the 200 other white settlers who are estimated to have also died as a result of the 
violence between Aboriginals and settlers in Tasmania during the course of this conflict.

It also strikes us as inappropriate to name an electorate after a man who led a violent and even 
murderous campaign against the people who brought formal representative democracy to this 
continent for the first time ever.
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