
1

FOI request LS7708

From:
Sent: Saturday, 18 May 2019 7:49 AM
To: Authorisation Section
Cc: ; 
Subject: Re: 2019 Australian Federal Election - request to remove unauthorised electoral 

advertising on several Facebook pages [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Dear 

Thank you for your message, it is much appreciated. It has been a pleasure working with the AEC team throughout 

the Election.  

Kind regards 

On 18 May 2019, at 7:32 am, Authorisation Section <authorisationsection@aec.gov.au> wrote: 

Dear 

Thank you for the prompt action Facebook took last night. 

The AEC appreciates Facebook’s responsiveness through the 2019 Election. 

Kind regards 

 | Principal Government Lawyer 

Electoral Authorisation Section | Legal & Procurement Branch 

Australian Electoral Commission 

T:  | 

From: 

Sent: Friday, 17 May 2019 8:04 PM 

To: Authorisation Section <authorisationsection@aec.gov.au> 

Cc: ; 

Subject: Re: 2019 Australian Federal Election - request to remove unauthorised electoral advertising 

on several Facebook pages [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Dear 

We confirm Facebook has removed all ads reported below for not meeting the authorisation 

requirements under the Commonwealth Electoral Act. 

The advertisers have been sent the following message: “This ad can’t run because it doesn’t comply 

with electoral laws. If you have any queries, you should contact your local electoral commission for 

further information. You may re-post this ad once it complies with the relevant electoral laws.” 

Kind regards 

On 17 May 2019, at 5:37 pm,  wrote: 

Dear 

Thank you for reporting this content. We are having this content urgently reviewed 

and will revert as soon as possible.  

Kind regards 
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From: Authorisation Section <authorisationsection@aec.gov.au> 

Date: Friday, May 17, 2019 at 5:35 PM 

To: 

Cc: , 

, 

Subject: 2019 Australian Federal Election - request to remove unauthorised 

electoral advertising on several Facebook pages [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Dear Facebook 

Can you please remove the following electoral advertisements on Facebook that are 

not authorised in accordance with section 321D of the Commonwealth Electoral Act

1918: 

• No Greens - https://www.facebook.com/NoGreens/, two active

unauthorised electoral active ads (images attached)

• Agents in their Community -

https://www.facebook.com/AgentsintheirCommunity/, eight active

unauthorised electoral ads (images attached) 

• Women of Murray - https://www.facebook.com/womenofmurray/, one

active unauthorised electoral ad (images attached)

The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has sent warnings to the administrators 

of these Facebook page but have received no responses. 

Under section 321D(1) of the Electoral Act, a paid electoral advertisement on social 

media must have the name of the person responsible for the advertisement and the 

town or city in which they live. An electoral advertisement must contain electoral 

matter in accordance with section 4AA of the Electoral Act. Electoral matter is 

matter communicated for the dominant purpose of influencing the way electors 

vote in the Federal Election. Each of these adverts contains electoral matter. None 

of the three Facebook pages with these ads have a responsible person listed. 

Please contact me if you require any further information. 

Noting that polling day is tomorrow, Saturday 18 May, your prompt response is 

appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 

 | Principal Government Lawyer

Electoral Authorisation Section | Legal & Procurement Branch 

Australian Electoral Commission 

T:  | 

DISCLAIMER: 

If you have received this transmission in error please notify us immediately by 

return email and delete all copies. If this email or any attachments have been 

sent to you in error, that error does not constitute waiver of any 

confidentiality, privilege or copyright in respect of information in the email or 

attachments.  

DISCLAIMER: 

If you have received this transmission in error please notify us immediately by return email 

and delete all copies. If this email or any attachments have been sent to you in error, that 

error does not constitute waiver of any confidentiality, privilege or copyright in respect of 

information in the email or attachments.  
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