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Shawn O'Brien 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Categories: 

Dear Alex, 

-on behalf of Charlie Bell <charlie.bell.ad@gmail.com> 
~8:28PM 
FAD 
Re: Application to change Registered Officer of the Australian Democrats [DLM=For­
Officiai-Use-Only] 
RO change application Mar2013.pdf 

FAD Correspondence 

My response is attached, and the original is in the mail. 

Charlie Bell 
Registered Officer 
Australian Democrats 

0 
On Tue, Mar 5, 2013 at 9:22AM, FAD <FAD@aec.gov.au> wrote: 

For-Official-Use-Only 

Good morning Mr Bell, 

Please find attached a copy of a letter I have posted to you today, and the attachment to that 
letter, an application to change the registered officer of the Australian Democrats. 

If you have any further questions about this matter please do not hesitate to contact me on 02 
6271 4635 or by return email. 

0 

Kind regards, 

A lex 

Alex Lewis I Project Officer 

Funding & Disclosure Section I Legal & Compliance Branch 

Australian Electoral Commission 

T: (02) 6271 4635 IF: (02) 6293 7655 

1 



Doc 23 page 2

<:_) AEC 
Australian Electoral Commission 

" 

For-Official-Use-Only 

DISCLAIMER: 

Make sure you· re enrolled to voto. 
Visit www.aec.gov.au 

ELECTION 

If you have received this transmission in error please notify us immediately by return em ail and delete all copies. If this em ail or any attachments 
have been sent to you in error, that error does not constitute waiver of any confidentiality, privilege or copyright in respect of information in the em ail 
or attachments. 
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Alex Lewis, A/g Assistant Director, Disclosure 
Funding & Disclosure Section, Legal & Compliance Branch 
Australian Electoral Commission 
PO Box 6172 
Kingston ACT 2604 

Re: Application to change the Registered Officer of the Australian Democrats­
March 2013 

Dear Alex, 

As in the case of the Change of Registered Officer form lodged with the AEC in 
December 2012 my signature is not on this second form to change the Registered 
Officer because again I have not agreed to sign. 

As you would be aware, there is a dispute within the Australian Democrats about who 
is on the National Executive and represents the party and, at this time, I don't have 
any objective evidence of who can legitimately appoint a new Registered Officer. 

I was appointed as Registered Officer in October 2009, well before the current 
dispute and have served in the position without any complaint for over three years. lt 
is my desire to be neutral and to serve in the best interests of the party and I believe 
that for me to agree to vacate the position for a nominee from either side of the 
dispute at this time would simply be handing a disputed position to one faction or the 
other. 

There is clearly a need to solve the current impasse within the Australian Democrats, 
and as the founding ethos of the party was to live by democratic principle, the only 
way to provide evidence of an Executive that reflects the will of the party members is 
to hold a new National Executive ballot that allows the members to choose from 
among all contenders from either faction. 

May I request that you wait until you are confident about the legitimacy of purported 
Australian Democrats office holders before making any determination about this 
application? 

John Charles Bell 
ian Democrats 
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