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Electoral Legislation (Electoral Reform) (Application and Transitional Provisions) Rules 2026
(Transitional Rules)

What are the Transitional Rules?

Transitional Rules support the transition from the current funding and disclosure scheme to the new
scheme set by the Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Reform) Act 2025.

The rules:

¢ clarify the timing and application of the Electoral Reform Act

¢ detail when obligations of the existing funding and disclosure scheme end and new
obligations begin, and

* maintain the operation of certain reporting obligations during the transitional period.

Do the rules affect me?

Transitional Rules may apply to individuals and entities with obligations under the existing funding
and disclosure scheme.

When do the Transitional Rules commence?

Transitional Rules apply from 1 July 2026 until 30 June 2027. They cannot operate
beyond this date.

Reforms commence operation
1 Jan 2027

2026 2027
Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

Permitted operational period for Transitional Rules (TRs)

Existing scheme applies New scheme applies
unless TRs apply : unless TRs apply

For more information visit aec.gov.au/FADreform/ June 2026



https://www.aec.gov.au/Parties_and_Representatives/financial_disclosure/

Disclosure Publication Current or new
deadline timing requirements?

Time period

2025-26 financial year

R?glstere_d polltlcal_ parties, _s!gnlflcant 20 October 2026 1 February 2027 Currgnt Electoral Act
third parties, associated entities requirements

(1 July 2025 — 30 June 2026)

2025-26 financial year

Members of the House of
Representatives, Senators, third parties,
donors

(1 July 2025 — 30 June 2026)

2026 financial year

(1 July 2026 — 31 December 2026) . Current Electoral Act
Under the Transitional Rules, 1 July to 11 March 2027 22 April 2027 requirements

31 December 2026 is considered a financial year.

17 November Current Electoral Act
2026 | oy 202 requirements

2027 calendar year
(1 January 2027 — 31 December 2027)

By 11 March New Electoral Reform

25 February 2028 2028 Act requirements

Indexation
Disclosure threshold

The disclosure threshold will not be indexed on 1 July 2026.

This means the disclosure threshold will remain as $17,300 for the 1 July 2026 to 31 December
2026 period.

Election funding rates

The election funding and the automatic payment rates will be indexed on 1 July 2026.

Where can | find more information?

The Transitional Rules can be found on the Federal Reqister of Legislation. More information on the
Rules or FAD Reform, can be found on the AEC Transitional Rules page.

Further information
Visit aec.gov.au/FADreform/ or email FADreform@aec.gov.au

Authorised by the Electoral Commissioner, Canberra

The information in this publication is intended to provide general guidance only. It does not constitute legal, financial,

or other professional advice. Persons and entities should seek their own professional advice to find out how the
Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 applies to their particular circumstances. The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC)
has made every reasonable effort to provide current and accurate information, but it does not make any guarantees

regarding the accuracy, currency, or completeness of that information. Parties who wish to re-publish or otherwise use the
information in this publication must check this information for currency and accuracy prior to publication. Please refer to
www.aec.gov.au to access the AEC’s current publications.
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