
 
 
 

            
 
 
 

Objection Number    534 
 
 
 
 

Colin White  
Chairman of the Board of Trustees  

The Good Shepherd Limited 
 
 
 

3   pages 

The Federal Redistribution 2009 

QUEENSLAND 



14:53

To:

Fax No:

From:

6747792693 , GOOD SHEPHERD HOME PAGE

0747792093

fflw rilXXi/fJ~ :mmw
56' University Road, Annandale, Qld 4814

P.O. Box 212, AitkeJ.lvale Qtd 4814
Telephone (07) 4777. 9900 Facsimile (07) 4779 2093
Website www.tg.•h.org.au Email admin~tR-.lh.org.au

ABN 33 905 968 697

FACSIMILE MESSAGE

AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION

(07) 3834 3452

THE TRUSTEES OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD HOME LTD

.~

FAX No: 07 4779Z093

Date: 218T AUGUST Z009

n.lllf1M:Btna1k cordA111!1 conftdcnlW ~rol'll1llttOD ftMat b IIItMId.c1 for use 01111 by the••ftnOC!. [f70u MYe rHein. dIU t.e.tnriJc
In CrMT, :tOU IlI'CM~ tllat copyJnr.lffdlllltnl! or otlleNile actin!!: In ftIillllee na au ftK:RImIll! is I!X]lJ'UlI3' proN1lltl!d. If>,"bau
ftCdYeci tht~ dfMllllllmt 1D crror. pI- noW) at hmnedlat~." tcJephOIM or ftlallnOc,.4 tMh either dacruy the fllClfmOt: or rtauna
U to II!! ..,. posL Yoni' cfalm tor rdIIIb\meJlM!llt ofreullllallie cHtI toeompl1ill~lOlth tIla ..._ will be AtWIded to.

Message:

Attached is an official objectioD to the proposed redistribution of the seats ofBerbert
and Dawson..
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The AustrallQn Electoral Commission
GPO Box 2590
BRISBANE QLD 4001

Dear Commissioner

On behalf of the current and future resIdents of The Good Shepherd Home, The Trustees of The
Good Shepherd Home Umited object to the proposed redistribution in the seat of Herbert
which would see signiflcEmt parts of Townsville including the Good Shepherd Home become a
part of the division of Dawson.

These ire several reasons for our objection -

• 'The Good Shepherd Home which is located In Annandale, a central suburb of Townsville, and
less than 2 kilometres from the electoral office of the member for Herbert, Is a 240 bed
residential aged care facility which provides Its services primarily to residents of Townsvllle.
Issues affecting the Good Shepherd Home have a flow on affect to the residents of
Townville seeking aged care services. The Home and its residents share no community of
interest with the electorate of Dawson or the citY of Mackay in which the representative for
that area is located. Th. Issues affecting the Good Shepherd Home and its residents can
only adequately be attended to by a member residing inTownsville.

• The Good Shepherd Home has significant ties to The Townsville HospItal and the Townsville
Health Service District generally. The Home currently houses 17 Townsville HospItal
patients as part of an effort to relieve pressure on the Hospital's waiting list. There Is
significant commonality in the issues that face both the Hospital and the Good Shepherd.
Whilst It is proposed that the Good Shepherd will fall within the boundary of Dawson, The
Townsville Hospital and the adminIstrative office of the Townsville Health Service District
are both located in the federal seat of Herbert. This Isof particular concern as It is likelythat
the Federal Government will assume the State's responsibilities In health care.

• The focus for the Member for Dawson is current1y lind will remain with the city of Mackay _
a significant regionsl city In its own right. It is not realistic to expect the Member for
Dawson to give either a nursing home, or any other of the proportionately small number of
c:onstituents located 390kms away in Townsville, the same time and conslder.tlon as issues
raised by Mackay based constituents.

• Neither the suburb of Annandale, nor the City of Townsville in which the Good Shepherd
Home is located, have any community, economic or regional links with the district of
Dawson based In MackAY.
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The Trustees of The Good Shepherd Home do not consider inclusion In an electorate whose
representative will be over 390 kilometres away adequate or serious representation. Due to
both economic and timeliness factors, It Is impractical for the Home to raise issues with a
member located in Mackay. The representation of the Good Shepherd, the Home's residents
and the constituents of Annandale will effectively be removed if the proposed redistribution is
to proceed. It has been the understanding of the Home's Trustees, Council and Manalement
that, when determining electoral boundaries, serious consideration was given to Community of
Interest. Clearly Ifthe proposed distribution Is allowed to proceed this cannot be the case.

We trust the above reasons will be given due consideration in ensurIng all Australians receive
their entitlement to true representation in the drafting of the federal electoral boundaries.

Colftl White
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
TheGood Shepherd limited
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