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MILLERS FOREST/
DUCKENFIELD
RURAL W

To Whom It May Concern,

Please find attached a petition which accompanies this submission.

I am President of the above association which is the equivalent of
Neighbourhood Watch but covers a rural area. This Rural Watch was
established in 1992 and since the inception T held the office of
secretary until in 2005 1 became president. Each month I write a
newsletter which is delivered to approximately 176 residences. We
have an average attendance of 35 people. [ have resided in this
beautiful part of Australia for 40 years and have always been involved
in my community be it the school of which I am a Life Member of the
P&C, church, Progress Association of which 1 am also secretary, rural
watch and am also secretary of the Northern NSW Federation of
Justice of the Peace Maitland Branch since 1999 so [ am trusted by
my neighbours to take on their cause.

In my experience with people generally, I have found that they do not
like to write letters etc. but to have others take on their grievances on
their behalf. Hence, the petition which I hope you will consider. All the
names on the petition are people who reside in our area or who own
farmland and carry on a farming enterprise. On this, you have my
solemn word.

I, along with 95% of the residents of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and
Berry Park are appalled with the proposed electoral boundary
changes. Firstly, we live in a rural area with farming enterprises
diverse as dairy, beef, chicken, horses and turf being practised. As an
area surrounded by the farming areas of Morpeth, Wallalong, Pheonix
Park, Paterson and Maitland we have nothing at all in common with
the seat of Newcastle which is metropolitan.

People from this area shop locally in Raymond Terrace, Maitland,
Rutherford and Thornton for their personal and farnm supplies. Being
well known to the rural supply merchants in the area is important to
us as they know our needs for our particular farming enterprise.
There is NO common link to Newcastle.

I was a candidate for the last local government elections and whilst
doing some PR work prior to these elections, 1 was amazed that people



did not know the electoral boundaries whether for local government,
state or federal. People are totally confused. I had people come to me
furious that they were not informed of the boundary changes for the
last federal elections before they attended a polling booth. They then
had to try and decide who to vote for as they did not know their
preferred candidate.

Being on the outskirts of an urban seat, do you really think the
candidates are really going to care about approximately 500 votes?

I have spoken with an electoral officer from the East Maitland office
who informed me that the changes are advertised in the media. Well,
I'm here to tell you that when you live 9km’s from a newsagent there
is not a delivery service as such as it is not viable for the newsagent to
do a delivery which means an 18km round trip for a measly 20cents a
delivery. Nor do we jump in our car to drive to purchase a daily
newspaper, most especially in these bleak economic times.

The proposed subdivision of Chisholm will not be an impact on the
next elections anyway as there is very little infrastructure in place and
this will not happen overnight.

All government bodies are conveniently located in either Maitland or
Raymond Terrace and the school feeds into Maitland or Raymond
Terrace also. Still no connection with Newcastle.

Keeping all politics out of this, I therefore urge you to please take into
account the concerns raised and please do not allow our residents to
be pushed into a situation which they feel will not give them the
representation they deserve.

We are a tight knit community who care for each other no matter what
happens. We, as a community, own and maintain a community hall
which was purchased by the Progress Association in 1905.

It is a shame that there is a portion of the locality presently in the
Newcastle electorate which in the opinion of the locals should be re
allocated to the Paterson electorate as the remainder of the area
should also remain.

Please carefully consider our request. There would be locals available
to converse with over this matter if you would so wish.

Thanking you for your time,

Yours sincerely,
A}




Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.

As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.

Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on
in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the
situation is now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print. Address:please print. N Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.
As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.
Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on

in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the

situation is now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print. Address:please print. Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.
As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.
Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on

in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the

situation is now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print. Address:please print. Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.

As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.

Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on
in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the
situation is now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print. Address:please print. Signature \
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.

As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.

Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on
in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the
situation 1S now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print. Address please print. Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.
As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.
Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on

in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the

situation is now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print.

Address:please print.

Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.
As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.
Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on

in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the

situation is now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print. Address:please print. Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.
As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.
Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on

in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the

situation 1S now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who

knows our area as our lo

cal representative.

Name:please print. Address:please print. Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.
As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.
Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on

In an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the

situation is now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print.

Address:please print.
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.

This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress

Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being

active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.

As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as

this 1s deemed a Metropolitan area.

Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on

in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the

situation 1S now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who

knows our area as our local representative.

LYan e Ruiad @ 1l weon®ERRY Kb, wmILLERS FoREST

Name:please print. Address:please print. Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.

As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.

Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on
in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the
situation 1S now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print. Address:please print. Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.
As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.
Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on

in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the

situation 1s now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print.

Address:please print.

Signature:
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concerns in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.

As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.

Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on
in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the
situation is now. ,

[t is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print. Address:please print. ,; Signature: |7
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Australian Electoral Commission

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition for consideration to be given to our
concems in regard of the redistribution of boundaries for the Paterson Electorate.
This area is passionately community based with the Millers Forest Progress
Association Inc. having 127 years continuous activity and the Rural Watch being
active for the past 17 years and continuing strongly.

As a rural community we do not have any affiliation with the Newcastle electorate as
this is deemed a Metropolitan area.

Most of our business is conducted in the Maitland, Thornton, Raymond Terrace and
Rutherford areas where we can obtain supplies for our farming interests. Livestock
such as milking cows, beef, poultry and turf farming enterprises cannot be carried on
in an urban situation.

Therefore, we feel that in the community interests, the boundaries should be altered to
include all of Millers Forest, Duckenfield and Berry Park and not be divisive as the
situation is now.

It is our desire to remain in the Paterson Electorate and have a local person who
knows our area as our local representative.

Name:please print. Address:please print. Signature:
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