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Electorate Naming is faulty 

Dear sir/madam, 

I notice the Australian Electoral Office is intending to abolish the seat of 
Reid as part of the new electoral distribution. 

The move I believe is a bad one and I fully agree with Ms Anne Fairbairn 
that the name Reid should be retained as part of the practice of 
acknowledging former deceased Prime Ministers. (Herald article encl.) 

I have also noticed for some time that a number of electorates are 
curiously misnamed or their names are outside their logical geographic 
associations . This is particularly true of my former state of Queensland. 

Thus a wholesale review of the names of electorates is overdue. 

Badly Named Electorates 
1. Blaxland. The name of Gregory Blaxland has always been associated 
with the Blue Mountains, because he was the leader of the trio which 
crossed the Mts. The electorate covers the Bankstown area which is quite 
inappropriate while the Blue Mts and neighboring areas come under the 
electorate of Macquarie. I have nothing against Macquarie, but it is a 
name which could be given to any NSW seat , whereas Blaxland should 
be assigned to the Blue Mts area. 

2. Banks. My own seat. The name of Sir Joseph Banks is closely 
associated with Botany Bay, but that area is occupied by the electorate of 
Barton, the first Australian Prime Minister, and also, appropriately by 
Kingsford-Smith and Cook. The last two names are perfectly located, but 
Barton could be assigned anywhere in NSW, and Banks would be more 
appropriately assigned to the area covered by Barton. 
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3. Moreton. This seat should logically cover the area surrounding 
Moreton Bay. This is assigned to a couple of electorates including 
Bowman and Lilley (both little known historical names) . Instead Moreton 
is a mid-suburban Brisbane seat. 

4. The electorates of Kennedy and Leichhardt should historically be 
reversed. Edmund Kennedy was the explorer who cut his way up the 
jungles of the east coast (which is covered by the electorate of 
Leichhardt). Ludwig Leichhardt travelled overland from Roma across 
western Queensland across the Gulf of Carpentaria rivers into the 
Northern Territory - the greater part of this is in Bob Katter's electorate of 
Kennedy - very silly and hard to savvy. 

Principles 
I .There are some electorates which are very appropriately named. Among 
those are Cook and Kingsford-Smith, already mentioned, Wentworth, 
Oxley (he explored the Brisbane River area) and the new electorate of 
MacMahon (it's a past prime minister and he represented the area while 
Lowe is a long forgotten British-NSW politician) 

2. I agree with Anne Fairbairn that all deceased prime ministers should 
have an electorate named after them. As well I would add that Sir George 
Reid and Sir Joseph Cook are especially important because they are 
founding fathers . The displays in the galleries of New Parliament House 
alerted me to the fact that all of our Prime Ministers until Bruce were 
members of the first Parliament. As such it is especially desirable for 
them to be represented by electorates. 

3. The fact that an electorate is named after Captain Cook should not 
mean that one cannot be named after Prime Minister Cook - it could be 
named Joseph Cook. We already have plenty of double names - North 
Sydney, Kingsford-Smith, Eden-Monaro, New England, Wide Bay and 
Melbourne Ports. 

4. Perhaps Federal names should not duplicate state electorate names. 
There are federal and state seats called Parramatta. Perhaps the Federal 
seat should be re-named to leave the state seat with the name Parramatta. 
Then the Federal seat and Blaxland could be named after Prime Ministers 
- Joseph Cook and Reid? 

Recommendations: I recommend that the name Reid be retained in 
accordance with the wishes of Ms Anne Fairbairn, by using the name 



Reid for the seat immediately to the south - the incorrectly named seat 
now called Blaxland - a name that properly belongs in the Blue 
Mountains area. 
I also recommend that the Federal seat of Parramatta which shares its 
name with a State seat should be re-named after our only remaining 
deceased Prime Minister not to have an electorate - that is to be renamed 
the electorate of Joseph Cook. 

Yours faithfully , 

~k;fl/~ . 
Graham Hoskin 
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George Reid, who was 50 when 
he married 20-year-old Flora 
Brumby, from her father, Clive. 
"Though I was born many years 
after he died , I'm sure we'd have 
understood each othe r well. 

"He was idealistic , never 

"They called him 'Yes, no 
Reid',"'Ms Fairbairn said. "But he 
said it should have been 'No,yes 
Reid'. No, to unseemly, zealous 
haste;yes, to reaso n full and 
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suc~ess!U l!y n a ~g a t e _t ~ e zigzag 

Reid sympathiser, Martin Sharp. 
The artistis the proud owner of 

a 1906"givea dog a bone" cartoon 
of the late prime minister,drawn 
by LivingstonHopkins of The 
Bulletin . 

What does he think of Reid? ... ,... .. 


