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Subject

comments on the objections to the proposed
redistribution

Classification | X Unclassified

Ms Anne Bright

Australian Electoral Officer
AEC Queensland

GPO Box 2590
BRISBANE 4001

RE: COMMENTS ON THE OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED REDISTRIBUTION — WIDE BAY
REGION.

Dear Ms Bright,

Please find attached our comments to the objections on the abovementioned proposed electoral
redistribution.

As you will note in our attachments that we have garnered support from thousands of local voters who
are vehemently against the proposed changes. We would sincerely hope that you would take our
concerns into account and look at keeping the twin cities of Hervey Bay and Maryborough in the same

electorate.

Regards,
Glen WINNEY.
On behalf of Wide Bay United.

e-mail: glen{@winprojects.net
web: www. winprojects.net

The information in this e-mail is confidential and may be privileged or subject to copyright. it is
intended for the exclusive use of the addressee(s). If you are not an addressee, please do not read,
copy, distribute or otherwise act upon this e-mail. If you have received the e-mail in error, please
contact the sender immediately and delete the e-mail. The unauthorised use of this e-mail may result
in liability for breach of confidentiality, privilege or copyright.

E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be
intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender
therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message which

arise as a result of e-mail transmission. [f verification is required please request a hard

-copirsion.

This message is provided for informational purposes. Wide Bay Petition_Online.pdf AEC1.pdf AEC2.pdf

AEC3.pdf newspaper clippings.pdf
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T UAEC Queensland
- GPO Box(2590

Wlde Bay Umted;_'._.; Sl
.POBoOx 1216, . -

. HERVEY BAY.QLD 4655 -~ L
‘Chaitman — Mr Glen Winney, .~ T
Phone: 0417785661 - -

. :-_ Ms Anne Bright e
- Adstrallan Eiectorai Officer o '

BRISBANE gLo 4001 L
' ::-'-4“‘August 2006 S
'Dear Ms Brlght -

RE: =~ . QUEENSLAND FEDERAL ELECTORAL REDISTRIBUTION PROPOSAL ,
' B COMMENTS ON. OBJECT_LONS - WIDE BAY REG!ON*ae o l*-“"g

-3

'b

L Write on behalf of a large cross sectlon of the Hervey BaylMarybcrough business communlty In regards fo
~ the proposed Federal Eiectorai redlstributlon for the Wide Bay Region. _

_ Whiist we understand and empathise with:the reasons behind the. proposed changes and the dlfficuit task of
redistributing boundarles whiist at the same time satlsfylng individual needs and wants, we feel.strongly that
the proposed changes to.our electorate would have a major detrimental Impact on- not only our iocai

"~ government; but also businesses and individuais inour area.

it ls with ’this in mind that we urge your office te reassess ihe boundary changes

IAs business peopie we fuiiy understand thet electorates need to-be fair and. democratlc to- protect the very
fabric: of society-which we cherlsh, We: also understand that the AEC Is required to independently prov[de S
thig beyond political inﬂuence ' . - _ . '

i

“We fully agree wrth the prooess but would ilke the. opportunlty to’ put forthan economic case agalnst the
current. proposals. priof to afinal ‘decision ‘belng made-as such decislon:could cause: many years of
! __econcmlo. soctal and culturai detriments in the- Hervey Bay and Maryborough area. . .7 T e

. Weas the business oommunity at Iarge would like.to Invite a delegatlon from your office to spend time i
"both Hervey Bay and: Maryborough prior:to any-decision-belng'méade to-enable you to personally view the:
~gurrent inter-related structures and situations between the olties to emphasise our concerns over the effects

that. the current redistrlbutton would: ceuse . _ . . )

o Shouid you not be in'a positlon to do this we wouid kindly ask that: you alicw us.to: send a smali deiegation of".
" business representatives from this area to meet with your: officers and put our case forward in person as: weli
as. dlscuss reasonable alternatlves ' : . . oo

I would hope that after readlng this submisslon you will understand this is not an: isoiated plea to amend the '. .
proposed changes, but rather a consolidated and gommitied. group of people and organisations from the twe-
citles who understand the impact that these changes would create. We would hope that this eruclal

aconomilc decislon which you:are required to make will take into account the many official ob]ections which - -
. were Iodged as well as. this submisslon supporting them : . : .

‘ Comments on Objectlons . ‘
As peryour requrrements we hereby formaliy make comments to the obJections Iodged agalnst the
redistribution of the boundaries in the Wide Bay Federal Electorate.. Our submissior pertalns to the

- separation of Hervey Bay and: Maryberough Into two separate Federal seats The comments contalned
herein make reference to the foiiowlng objections ' . .

o | @OMMEW-
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o Objectlon Number

3 RJ Goodwin ~ Director, Beilero Constructions L
4 Mr John-Chaerry. h

6 'Maryborough City Council

9 . Willlam B Lawless

19 Blggenden Shire Council.

24 "Noosa Councii :

40 ' Hervey Bay Chamber of: Commerce

58. ° Councillor Git Smith - :

59 - . Mrs Michelle- Smith - )

63 - MrLyaiI&MsGerrieTaylor B

90 .  Maryborough Chamber of Commerce ST

o4 "Mrs Julleanne-Rasmussen o
- 100 MrR&Ms M Larter. -

117 Hon Warren Truss. S

124.  Hervey Bay City Council ~- "~

168  Burnett.Shire.Councll. =

177 . MrKevin Mahoney

180 - The Nationals - Queensland

182  Hon lah MacFarlane : S . K )
187 Liberal Party of Australia o o e TR

We have reviewed the above listed ob]ections and hereby submlt comments to hlghtight the mam Issues that
we ses aﬁecting our. cltles . . : :

The Fraser Coast reglon centredion Maryborough and Hervey Bay has suffered greatly In the past from & R

low soclo-economic base and from a fractured, disjointed reglonal structure. That has changed signlflcantly
in the last 10 years because of a realisation that reglonal approaches will be needed for successful progress.
and regeneratlon of areas beyond the metropaolitan cities. - . . '

. We on the: Fraser Coast are facing great challenges because of our ageing population, ohe: of the-highestin-
Australla, and because of economic forces that-can limit-work options. We. are taking steps to meet those .
challenges. We have been helped to a.great extent by our ablilty to push our case’through theWideBay ~
Federal Electorate with.one Member ofthe House of Representatives ableto give vigorous and’ :

~comprehensive support te our efforts to Improve our economlc status through grants and other inltnatlves

" 'We oarnestiy belleve. our progress will ber sertoaJsly gompromised by splitting the twor citles into separate
- electorates, where Hervey Bay will battle existing rivalries wlth Bundaberg and Maryborough wihl be
somewhiat lost in belng represented with Noosa .

: The synergies that have been carefuily nurtured through orgenisatlons such as the Fraser Coast Enterprise .
_Zone and the- Federally sponsored Area Consultative Cemmlttee’ wili be fost. " - ) o :

3 Hervey Bay & Maryborough are stster clties and have been strongly Interdependent on one another in many _
aspects, not the least. belng bueiness, sport and recreation, slnce the 1840s -

- .

The redistributien s fundementaliy flawed in that it fails to address avery Impcrtant criteria setout in section;
66 (3) (b} of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 which states: O

*{I).Community of Interests withln the proposed Eiectoral Division Including: economio, s001al and
reglonal Interests; . ,

~{I) Means communication ang fravel within the proposed Electoral Diwslon,
(W) The physical features and. area of the proposed Electoral division;
(v} The boundaries of existing divislons In the state or terrltery

* Your criteria, ralsed above, In conJunotlon with oommonsense should suggest fo the electoral commission , ”
that they reconsider splitiing our two oltles up Sorne other issues for cengideration. are:

@ There seems no. justlflcatlon to the. changes except to adjust the numbers.
e Many people work in Maryborough and live in Hervey Bay and vice versa
o Hervey: Bay and Maryborough-are promoted asa slngle tourlsm destination under the Fraser Coast

banner:
cOMMENT

‘. Many businesses are linked between the two cities with premises I both cities.
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.. -The two c!tles share the same health dlstrict and our hospltals share resources prefessrcnal skilts
_and heaith units - .
Sporting; lelsure; -cultural and entertalnment facrlrt{es are used by constltuents of both ¢lties. and are
- very Important to this area. Hervey Bay and-Maryborough share many common: ‘sporting, schoollng
_and.cultural events and organisations. There have been many combinéd.competitions or facilltles: for
-decades. Maryborough Sailing; Club has lts clubhouse in Hervey Bay: Past Olympians have come -

.from Maryborough @nd would not have had the early training here without the combined population ‘ .

belng.glven-certain funding. The Bro!ga ‘Theatre. In Maryborough serves both communities for.
entertainment. and functions and wag-mside possible through Government funding. - :
Fraser Island {s. a-world heritage listed Is|and and a world icon which is. managed by the two coundlls.
and Is our-number one tourist, aftraction. 4t also confrals. our protected-waters which serve our whate
.watching, commercial ahd recréational fishirig and boating Industries. - . -
‘With tourlsm'tha ‘aumber one- employer In Hervey Bay it'seems Illoglcal that Fraser- Island would be
.. taken out of thé-same féderal. Jurigdiction. as-Hervey Bay. .
Hervey Bay is.s0 named bacausa of:the Bay formed between the coasttlne and Fraser Island. The
. “propoesed changes wouid put these two areas In separate Federal e!ectorates and yet they have
forever been Interlinked., -~ - -,
Hervey Bay & Maryborough have a Iow socloeconomic fabric which is fragile. If the cities are torn
apart-and forced to compete for. federal funding through two different representatives it will be
extremely detrimental to both cities when In fact we should be pulling together to receive assistance
. forthe benefit of both clties, - ., . Gy
- Hervey Bay has no real common ccmmunlty interests with- Bundaberg while Maryborough has no

real common Interest with Noosa. The. proposad changes are Ignoring. this issue.
The two cltles are less than 30 minutes’ apart and-share comman local government boundarjes Each
- year the citles grow closer together physically dnd economlcally. The redistribution would force -
Hervey: Bay to be represented by a federal member who would live-over 1% hours. drive away and
- who-has absolutely no-knowledge of or ties to our community. '
-Our ohaln. of communication with Government will be broken. While both lecal counclls currently
participate as one with the Fraser Coast Regional Forum to deal with State and Federal ssues, the
State Member for Maryborough has part of Hervey Bay (Howard & Burrum Heads)whlle the. State
“ Member for Hervey Bay takes Ih Fraser {sland. The-changes would require both levels of - -

. ‘Government deal with the Members for Wlde Bay and Hinkler ona Federal Ievel it doesn't make -

‘ sense,

~Our communtcattons vra radlo, te[evlsion and newspaper are based on Hervey Bay and,

Maryborough news.”
" There-has-been much dlscusslon during the last few years in regards to future amalgamation of the
two councils. While this Is not.planned for the Immediate future-it Is reasonable to. expect that Itis a
logical progressian in time 1o come..A split in the Federal seat would. see two separate Federal .
members dealling with. this emalgamated councll ln the future maktng It an Ineffectlve, cumbersome
" bureaucratic structura,
:'Our transport nodes are linked with-one another Hervey Bay has a Jetalrport wlth dtrect ﬂlghts to..
* Sydney dally. The Tiit Train has a statlon at Maryborough West. Hervey Bay's only access tothe.
Bruce Highway is via Maryberough AH these forms of transport are vital to all aspects of lffe and
business in both citles, ‘
‘The only vehlcufar entry-to Hervey Bay is via the Bruce Highway and.then through Meryborough
Future upgrades or changss to the entry/exlt.to Maryborough wouldn't4ake into acceunt the needs of
" the Hervey Bay community'and we could be severely affected by this.
Population trends ~ The two largest clties in-this reglon are Hervey Bay and Bundaberg To place ™
- them in the same Federal seat would seem to be highly-unusual.and not aliowing for the projected
future growth of both centres. Hervey Bay has a current population of approximately 62,000-and &
consistent growth rate of over 6%, making it the 2™ fastest-growing clty In Austraila. It Is projected
that Hervey Bay will have a population of 90,000 within the next 20 years. Bundaberg has.a
population of approximately 45,000 and therefore it seems that any redistribution that combines .
these two-cltles will be short ived and require further boundary changes befere too long to separate
- the two.-On the other ‘hand Maryborough has a population of approximately 26,000:and-has }
remained quite consistent for many years. it Is also very dependent on Hervey Bay's growth for its
future and converssly Hervey Bay Is dependent on Maryborough's affordability and stabillty as it -
provides employmerit for many Hervey Bay resldents through-industries which havebeen. :
established in the-city for many, many years. Neither city has this relationship with Bundaberg,

& There Is one Unlversity (Unlversity .of Southern-Queensland, Wlde Bay Campus) that serves: the two,

clttes and actively works-with both local councils, State and Federal Members whilst Bundaberg has -
.a competing University {Central Queensiand University). Should Hervey Bay be placed In the same
electoral boundarles with Bundaberg the only two Universities In the reglon would bein the.same

o - comrvrewr[.



U seat L _ ) : )
- @ We havean agelng poputation Irv. our area that ts dependent on Federal Government benet“ tsif the
" - member was based i in;Bundaberg this. would severely deprlve this sector of the commun]ty from '
. - being able to visit with thelr member. I
‘& ‘Many.aged resldents may be retired or in a nurslng home In ohe city wrth famlly and frlends between
- -thé two cities and need interllnked transport health care and relevant services that. both ctttes car
- currently provide. -
- . .'® Millions of dollars have been spent promotlng the area ag a dual destlnatlon Offertng the herltage
"~ and history of Maryboreugh and the beach, whale watching and other recreation of Hervey Bay.
‘ _-Many campaigns are ongoing including and .Expo In Sydney to attract employment to the. area. A
- split.of the seat.would financially undermine-the.area and.the support of.our Federal Member.’ _'
e Our agrioultural produce Is linked between the two clttes wlth sugar cane from Hervey Bay belng
o delIVered fo:Maryborotigh.sugar mills.
".@ The Mary Rliver runs batween the two cliies, isa vitat water source and has major ecologtcal effecta
. for bolh ditles considering the Mary flows out Inio Hervey Bay's. waterways, It s also vital water -
.. -acoess to'Maryborough for its vlbrant shlp buildlng Industries, leisure craft and: other commerclal
"...buslhesses. - .
@ Qurpdlice services work together with Maryborough statlon overseeing Hervey Bay's and one
- central'phone number for the two. .
- ® The proposed change would add an extra layer of bureaucracy o our two citles as they: constantly
~ . work Jolntly for the benefit-of both QLI*GS This combined centre would be forcggd t6 con‘ipete withr one
another for Federal fuhding maklng it more costly and Jess effective for all concerned due to the
competing Interests S :

“We could provlde hundreds and hundreds of different e)tamples of the connecttons between the two cltles
" . and as you can see, maintalning the ooheslon between the two cities Is vltal to their ongoing aconomic and
socral stability. : . .

We understand that the prlmary motivation behind the AEC- havlng to.alter current Electoral boundarles Is ,

. population numbers and the more even distribution.of the same but'we can only foresee a severe negative..
impact placed upon our twe citles by the proposed changes which would tear the fabrie of thelr. retattonshtps ,

apart. Thls .may have a devastatlng economlc and soclal effect for decades to come,

We woulld-ask ! that greater emphasis be put on these vital factors when considering the boundary changes '
-and an uhderstanding of the Impact-on the.twoe cities and the 78,000 constituents therein who may be:
detrlmentally effected by the change should it go- through ‘In its ourrent form '

Itis extremely im portant that the boundary changes arae made wlth a full understandtng of the posslble
ramifications and that the people effected-are provided with an opportuntity-to-speak to your officars either by
them vislting the reglor or a:delegation from the fwo clties personally presenting their case to you: We-would
. like think we could: work out a sultable solution to the. proposed changes that provtdes the best outcome {o all
‘ -oonoerned C . .

In closlng we thank you for your tlme and Iock forward to heartng from you in this matter

- -

'Umted we stand dfvlded we fall' Aesop

Yours Falthfully, '

Mr Glen Winn
. Ghairman,
Wide Bay I

ited :COmmittee.

This letter is representaiiyé of many people In the area, Piease ﬂnd listed below the persons and:
organisations.who-supgort this submission wholeheartedly. Also attached are various relevant newspaper.
.clippings-portraylngbcal sentiment to the changes -afong, with letters -of support and a Iocal petition put
together this weekK to gauge public sent!ment ' : .
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Supporters of this document.

Letters of Support both buslness and personal

‘Karen'D'Orio = Accounting and Flnanmal Services

" -“UIDA Fraser Coast :

. Counclllor Jan Rohozinskl-

“Mrs Julleanne -Rasmussen

" Mayor Edward J Sorensen —Hervey. Bay Clty Council

: "Hervey Bay. Maryborough Ingurance Brokers . - :

" Bruce. David Hielscher & Sarah-Jane Ellzabeth Walker ‘ '

-Clay Clayton & Katrina Gariand — Riverview Hotels Group Pty Ltd Clayton Enterprloes Pty Ltd & F &
B Imaginering Pty ktd . _ _ Lo :
Monty Woodbridge. :

‘Mrs Darcy & Mr Stephen Walker ..~
Stephen W - Fluid Industries
St Mary’s College, Maryborough .

Lamington Hotel/Motel, Maryborough

"Howard & Glenys Roblnson — Kejah Pty Ltd
Tlran Irani - D2K Fraser Coast, :
Grelg Bolderrow — Fraser Coast Radio Centre _ ‘
Cherry Houston — The Prop People (Wedding & Event Decorators)
lan Houston — The Prop People (Wedding & Event Decorators)

Peter & Tricla Ponti - Carswell & Co Sellcitors
Graham Richers — Richers Transport Pty Ltd

" Cr-Anne Motrls ~ Maryborough City Council

~ Rodney W Grieves ~ Red Grleves Auto Group

""Helen’ Reason
Paul Reason .

' Peter Moor —~ Sprakes Real Estate. Maryborough

. Willtann Ross — Sprakes Reat Estate ‘ .

Ron Whesler ~RG Sprake & Co.
Karen Joy Hale —R@ Sprake.& Co' .

-Carmen.-Sprake:— RG Sprake & Co

* Bruce R'Sprake - RG Sprake & Co. - _ I

- Jodle Sprake — Sprake- Real Estate, Maryborough i

. Beilnda Mett - RG Sprake & Co :

Paul & Janelle Shaw — Ulton Charlered Accountants Hervey Bay
John Meyers Maryborough Milltary and-Colonial Museum Maryborough

Dan Casey — Jack Casey Motor Centre .

“Gary & Susan Glibert —Carrlers Arms Hote!Motel Maryborough
Murray Priebbenow - Wide Bay Transit, Maryborough :

. Mr Christopher J Foley - State-Member for Maryborough; Electorate
Trevor & Annle Boulton - Boultons Internatlonal .
Barbara Nioa :

Sydney Collins — chle Bay Gallery .
Kim & Mark Donaldson— Arkana Motel

- Max Volgt ~ PAC Foundary Pty Ltd-

John Griffiths ~ Deslgn Manager, Maryborough City Councll

" Robert Gregg —Barlow Gregg & Assoclates Pty Ltd
Robert Gragg — Wide Bay Managemetn Group Pty Ltd
Soon Lal Leong — 54" Erra Pty Ltd
Danlel-Poacher - Fraser Coast Management Pty Ltd

Nancy Bates — Fraser Coast Chronlcle o . @QMM L |
. o ENT
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Susan chkey St Marys College Maryborough

. Gerared o Connell ~ Clty Councillor - Maryborough Clty Councrl _

~ Larry Monk:— Manager Tourism 8-Economic Development Teurlsm Hervey Bey
‘Edward Jehn Glbson Hervey Bay Boat Club

Petition Letters‘ N
oAanex 1 L ‘:1-2'”3”"93:

. ®
o Ammex2 < . . 7.7 8names..
e Annex3 .. . . ‘6'names
o Apnex4 . . . 22'names
e .Annexs. T . 0 . tinames’
». Annexé . a7 A name -
"o "Annex? . ... '~ -12nhames
e Amnex8 - T “T'13‘names
o ‘Annex® . i - ' 10names
‘o AnnexAQ. .- 0 - - 12.pames
e Annex11 . . . ° 13 names
o "Annex12 -~ 41 names : _
. .Annex 13 . 218 names C e wus

Also attached arg recent articles from the Iooal new3papers Includlng:
" Ref: The Chronicle — meaning Fraser Coast Chronicle. -
Ref: The Observer meamng Hervey Bays Own Observer -

The Observer — Friday August 4“‘ 2006 -
The Observer — Friday August 4™ 2006
The Chronicle— Thursday August 3™ 2006
The-Chronicle - Wednesday, August 2™ 2006
_The Chronicle = Wednesday, August 2™ 2006
The Chronicle — Tuesday, August 1742006 -
‘The Chronicle-~ Monday; July 31* 2006
The Chronicle ~ Monday, July 31% 2008
The-Chronicie-— Saturday, July 29" 2006
- The'Chrohicle — Saturday, June 24 2006
_The Chronicle-— Saturday, June 24 2006
The Chrenicle ~ Saturday, June. 24 2008

o'o‘o’jo__oo'go-oo

Online Petit!on attached slgned by 1 240 people
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