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2006 Federal Electoral Redistrih-ution"-_._'_l' -

Both The Nat1onals and leerals argue strongly that there isa case -
for the abolition of a Sydney Electorate. This would cause far less -

~disruption and be much more equltable than abollshtng the Gwydlr - o

electorate

> The estlmated growth rates prov1ded by the Austrahan Electoral
" Commission do not pI‘Cd.ICt Parkes or Gwydir to have the lowest
~ rates of growth. : : '

The Austrahan Electoral Cornmlssmn S proposal creates a n_ew
electorate of Parkes that would be almost 380,000 square -
kilometres in size, or 47 per cent of NSW. That makes this :

electorate bigger than Japan and Germany and five and a half ttmes ' ‘: e

the size of Tasmania.

By creatmg such a huge electorate the pmposal effectlvely reduces o
the voice of country people in the Federal Parliament. . '

| In Sydn'ey people are often Only 10 minutes at the iﬁdst froﬁl their”
- .MP’s office but in this newly proposed seat of Parkes people w111
have to drive hours and hours to see therr MP.

It seems that the leglslatlve requrrements for commumtles of o
‘interest and the size of the electorates to be consrclered in the LT
redlstrlbuuon process have been. 1gnored S

In the most recent NSW electoral redtstnbutlon the Commissioners
were mindful of the huge size of the State seat of Murray-Darlmg -
and those Commissioners took the opportumty to reduce the size of
that electorate. It is perplexing that in this current red1str1but10n '
such a huge seat would be unnecessanly created ' :

. The Natlonals support the retention of exrsttng boundaries between |
coastal and inland divisions where possible, so that the Great o
Dividing Range continues to act as a sensible natural dwldlngl_ine;_ o



