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BANKSTOWRN CITY COUNCIL
PG Bix 8, Bankstown NSW 1885 PH 02 9707 9400 FAX 02 9707 9495

BANKSTOWN

City of Progress

27 July 2006

Mr lan Campbell

Electoral Commissioner ;
Level 1, Roden Cutler House

24 Campbell Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Commissioner

| wish to advise that at Bankstown City Council's Ordinary meeting of 25th July, 2006,
it was resolved that Council make a formal submission to the Commissioners on the
proposed redistribution of Federal Electorate boundaries.

Council has considered the draft proposal for the seats of Blaxland and Banks and
believes they are reflective of community interests that exist within the Bankstown
LGA in that all relevant community, transport and existing links have been
acknowledged. Importantly, the Council's internal ward boundaries and State
electoral boundaries have also been reflected.

The Council is pleased to see that Banks and Blaxland remain the two Federal
Electorates within the boundary of the local government area. Both seats have
historical and community significance with the Bankstown Local Government Area.
(LGA) The Commission's decision to not remove a Federal Seat from this region is
sensible and supported by the Council given the projected growth that is
foreshadowed for the Bankstown LGA. In response to the State Government's
Affordable Housing Strategy Council has, amongst other things, adopted a plan to
rezone various locations along its Hume Highway corridor which will lead to an
increase in population figures (See Attachment 'A"). These figures reflect Council
forecasts of a significant amount of development within Bankstown of 3,900 dwellings
(2005-2021). Most recently Council has embarked on a plan to redevelop our CBD
precinct and review our city assets which will further bolster residential developments
within the Bankstown CBD increasing the attached population estimates by a further
2,000 people.

Bankstown Council's LGA is divided into four wards. Each ward identifies with their
own community links and service centres. (See Map Attachment 'B') Currently most
of East and North Wards (East - Bankstown, Greenacre/Chullora, and parts of
Punchbowl} North- Yagoona, Chester Hill, Birrong and Sefton are in the electorate of
Blaxland. The majority of West and South Wards (the areas of Revesby, Panania,
Picnic Point, Padstow, East Hills and parts of Condell Park) are in the electorate of
Banks.
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Council observes that the Bankstown Railway line is a natural boundary for the
suburb of Bankstown. The suburb of Greenacre has strong community affiliations
with Bankstown and is reliant on its services. The suburbs and areas of North
Bankstown, Greenacre and the section of Punchbowl north of Punchbowl Rd are
encompassed within the State seat of Bankstown and East Ward of the Bankstown
Local Government Area. The Commission's proposal to keep these areas within
Blaxland is consistent with the natural, electoral and ward boundaries that currently
exist. In addition the Commission appears to have taken into consideration the strong
community and service links that exist between these suburbs.

The State seat of East Hills identifies Condell Park as part of the East Hilis
community and continues to include the suburb within the Electorate following a
boundaries review. East Hills incorporates suburbs such as East Hills, Picnic Point,
Padstow, Revesby, Condell Park and parts of Southern Bankstown. Council in its last
redistribution has seen South Ward encroach from Padstow/ Panania further into the
South of Bankstown. As the population increases in East Ward, the geographical size
of the ward will reduce. South Ward predominantly lies within the current Electorate
of Banks. Given the proposed and current East Hills Electorate and the ward
boundaries it is quite fitting that the seat of Banks move further into the suburbs of
Condell Park and the Southern parts of Bankstown

The Commission has noted that the water supply pipeline forms a large part of the
existing boundary between Reid and Blaxland. This boundary is reflective of the
natural boundary that exists between Bankstown and Auburn Councils. Bankstown
Council is supportive of this boundary. The Commission's proposal of keeping
Chester Hill, Birrong, Sefton and Yagoona in Blaxland is also consistent with the
boundaries of North Ward and all suburbs share similar community and service links.
The Bankstown Regents Railway line connects these suburbs with Bankstown.

Accordingly, Bankstown City Council endorses the Commissions proposals in relation
to the Federal Electorates of Banks and Blaxland.

Yours faithfuily

Richard Colley .
GENERAL MANAGER
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