The Federal Redistribution 2006
A NEW SOUTH WALES

Public Objection Number: 157

Name: Baradine Progress Association Inc

Page(s): 2



Please address all correspondence to: The Secretary,
P.O. BOX 37, BARADINE, NSW. 2396

Phone/Fax: 02 68 431123

Emall: baraprog@higpond.net.au or lizcutts@bigpond.com,

13" July, 2006
Redistribution Committee for NSW,
PO Box 20014
World Square
SYDNEY. NSW 2002

Dear Sirs,

Re; Gwydir Electorate

The Baradine Progress Association is herewith lodging an objection to the proposal to
change the boundaries of the Gwydir electorate and include it with that of Parkes.

If such a boundary change were to take place our small communities cannot expect a
fair say in government due to lack of adequate representation. Such an amalgamation
would place the people living in the electorate at an extreme disadvantage and make use
even further removed from our local member.

We sincerely hope that our objection is noted and added to the many others being
lodged from the Baradine and other communities in Gwydir.

Yours faithfully,

Liz Cutts - Secretary
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2006 Federal ElectoralRediStribution'f_-'_,':

Both The Natlonals and beerals argue strongly that there 1sa case
for the abolition of a Sydney Electorate. This would cause far- less -

- disruption and be much more equltable than abohshmg the Gwydlr :" -

electorate

‘ The estlmated growth rates prov1ded by the Austrahan Electoral -
* Commission do not predict Parkes or Gwydlr to have the lowest L
~ rates of growth. ¥

'The Austrahan Electoral Commission’s proposal creates a n_ew
electorate of Parkes that would be almost 380,000 square '
kilometres in size, or 47 per cent of NSW. That makes this :

electorate bigger than Japan and Germany and five and a half tnrres ) '; R

the size of Tasmania.

By creatmg such a huge electorate the proposal effectlvely reduces -
the voice of country people in the Federal Parhament '

_In Sydney people are often only 10 mmutes at the most from the1r 3
- MP’s office but in this newly proposed seat of Parkes people w111
have to drive hours and hours to see therr MP. L

It seems that the leglslatlve requlrements for commumtres of |
-interest and the size of the electorates to be consrdered in: the .
redrstnbutron process have been 1gnored S

In the most recent NSW electoral redlstnbutlon the Comrmssroners '
were mindful of the huge size of the State seat of Murray-Darlmg _
and those Commissioners took the opportunity to reduce the size of
that electorate. It is perplexing that in this current redlstnbutlon
such a huge seat would be unnecessarily created ' '

- The Natlonals support the retention of ex1st1ng boundanes between |
coastal and inland divisions where possible, so that the Great = -
L Dlwdxng Range continues to actasa sensrble natural d1v1d1ng hne o



