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Redistribution Comrmittee for NSW
PO Box 20014 |
WORLD SQUARE NSW 2002

- Dear Committee Members,

. | RE:SUPPLEMENTARY OBJECTION SUBMISSION
P. . -

e |

i Please accept this supplementary submission as part of my objection to the
NSW Redlstnbunon Committee’s proposed redistribution of federal electoral
boundaries for NSW

At its ordinary mieeting on July 17 the Lithgow Council members were
presented with a submission from their general manager detailing quite strong

.1 reasons why councillors should reject the proposed boundary changes.
..4 ’

The Labor dominated council, through councillors Councillor McAndrew and

1 - Fisher resolved to not take up the-carefully considered position of their senior

staff, and ‘to take no action’.

I believe it is important that the commiittee is conversant with the considered
opinion of the councﬂ rather than the politically-motivated decision of the
majority of the councillors.

Linclude a copy of the relevant council papers, and I have also included two
press items from the Lithgow Mercury covering this matter.

Yourssincerely,

oo e,

PETER ANDREN
Federal Member for Calare
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IT.was Indeed a”
high tevel
international . - -
gathering that
lunched at - :-
Secret Creek-. -
while becoming -
acqualnted with
Lithgow

atlonal assembl
unannounced

Che impressive line- u

tuded Mr Chinaoy, Consul General of the Republic of Ecuador.
ia; Ms Lazaro, Consul- Genera.l of the It was just a high leve] gathermg of
Sculhon, Consul- diplomats in numbers not prevmusly .
Mr Breznik, seen together in Lithgow. -
1orary  Consui-General of the The group, seen pictured leavmg
ublic of Slovenia; Mr|0bradov1c. Secret Creek, were very impressed wn‘h
Serbia  and what Lithgow had to offer. :
nieénegro; Mr Casserini, Consul- In fact, some were so impressed, that'
weral of Switzerland; Mr Green Trade they have already made return visits
amissioner, New Zea]and Trade and  bringing their families back to Secret
erprise; Mr Bustamante, Consul- Creek. .
era] of Peru accompaﬁled by his Perhaps it was the unique amblence‘_
; Mr Kawada, Consul lGeneral of of the place that brought them back;.
tn Mr and Mrs Cheng, Consul and- perhaps it was the work of the restau--.
: Consul of the People’s Republlc of rant’s talented new French chef Yohan
1a; Mr Janavel, Consul ?f Uruguay; Simon.
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of guests and Mr Velastegui, Consul- G_eneral of

1in garden thefts
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The
benches
and oth

ndstone products. that some of the items were
haul included garden stolen from the front veran..
S, statues, letterboxes dahs at homes while the own-

night,

er IEH‘IS taken late at  ers slept a short distance away, -
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MINUTES ~ ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
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activities” (p21). It wes also noted that major rail and road transport routes linked these
LGAs.

"« Lithgow was part of the Macquarie division untll 1978.
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Statutory Requirements for the Making of Proposed RedIstribution

The. Electoral. Act. sete_out_requirements_for the redistribution committee when proposing a
redistribution. The requirements of most interest include;

« The number of alectars enrolied shall be within statiztical tolerances,
» The Redistribution Committes shall give due conslderation in relation to each proposed
dlvision:
s community of interests within the proposed divislons including econemic, social
and ragional intarests;
+ means of communication and travel within the proposed division;
the physical features and area of the proposed divigion; and
+ the boundaries of the existing divisions In the State,

Discussion

Tjhe task of identifying commanality within the proposed Macquarle dlvislon Is loglcal when it
comea to transport routes, |e. Great Western Highway and Maln Western Rallway, Also physical
features such as National Parks are readlly identifisble. However, it ia considered that the
proposed Macquarle division will change the focus and areas of interest for the elactors located

in the Lithgow LGA. Concerns include the following:

« The current division of Calare consists of regional and rural New South Walea but the
proposed division of Macquarie will provide a mixture of transitional urban areas (i.e. Blue
Mountains), regional and rural New South Wales.

e The projacted enrolment figures for the proposed Macquarie division show a greater
population from the current Macquarte end Lindssy divisions compared to the current

B
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FPETER ANDREN LITHGOWMW 026351323

17 July 2006
MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNGIL

Calare division. Therefore, the Member of Parliament would be under pressure to
rapresent the more highly urbanised parts of the slectorate to the east which will be to the
detriment of raglonal and rural areas to the west.

. it |8 considered that In regional and rurel areas, community of interes_sta Is bast
demonatrated by local governmant boundaries. Whilst the entire Lithgow LGA i proposed
to be located within the Macquarie division, this division does not fully consider the
establishad working partnarships between local government authorities such @s CENTROC
and the recantly formed Strategic Alliance between Lithgow, Mid Westarn and Cberon
Councils (Note: Oberon i proposed to be in the Macquarie division).

« Lack of commonality In relation to community of Interests exists within the proposed new
division. That is, within the proposad Macquarie division there are differing economic,
social and philosophical values.

+ Conflicts will arise In the proposed Macquerie division due to the diverse communitias and
access fo servicas, For example mabile phone coverage Is generally good when travelling
through the Blue Mountaing towards Sydney on the Great Westemn Highway but sporadic
when traveliing north through the Lithgow LGA on the Castlereagh Highway.

' s Lithgow Is the loglcal gateway to caniral western New South Wales and not the Blue

" Mountains as suggested in the report.

In concluslon, it will be difficult for the Member for Macquarie in the proposed new division to
;'?rovlda quality service and roprasent the interests of such a diverse electorate. Therefore, it is

guggested that Council provide a formal an objection to the propasad Macquarie division based
on tha concerns expréssed sbove,

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Thera are ho immediste pallcy implications as a result of this raport.

'Lhera are ho financlal Implications as a result of this report.

EGAL IMPLICATIONS : .

|

There are no legal implications as a result of this repant.

RECOMMENDATION

T_HAT an objection be forwarded to the Australian Electoral Commission In relation to the
Lithgow Local Government Area's inclusion in the proposad Macquarie electors| diviston.

06- 212RESOLVED

THAT no action bs taken on this matter.
MOVED: Councillor W McAndrew SECONDED: Councillor H K Fisher.
CARRIED
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The Lithgow and Bathurst Councils__seat_of_Macquarie,—according-to—while Bathurst—appears only con-  Labor-dominated Lithgow Council
are out of touch with the wishes Member for Calare Peter Andren.  cerned with having its area split has fallen into line with instruc-
, and needs of their communities if “Lithgow Councillors overturned between the redrawn electorates of tions from Labor Head Office not to
they don't vigorously oppose the a recommendation from their Macquarie'and Calare” Mr Andren oppose the redrawn boundaries
attempt to force the two cities into' General Manager io oppose the said. ' because Labor thinks it has a good
the Blue Mountains based federal new boundary recommendations, He said he strongly suspects the > Continued Page 3
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Wcqurorsome orme*
-earher robberies: % 73

As a result of ‘this
information /" police -
this week raided a-
home at Wentworth
- Falls where they recov-

items,- including a
Falcon sedan and a
large trailer fitted with
gated sides.

A 17 year old youth
was arrested and was
refused baill after
appearing in the
Children’s Court at
Katoomba.

Inquiries are being
continued by police at

Katoomba and
Lithgow.

A spokesman said
the inquiries were
directed at identifying
other persons sus-
pected of being

and in the disposal of
the stolen property.

ered a number of

involved in the thefis -
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[> From Page 1
chance of winning a seat based on
Katoomba and Bathurst.

" “Well 1 warn the major parties
that whether it's me or someone
else, there’s likely to be a strong
independent running for
Macquarie, whatever its bound-
aries, at the next election,” Mr
Andren said.

He said Lithgow Council's
General Manager (Paul Anderson),

" in a report to last week’s meeting,

clearly stated that ‘conflicts will
arise in the proposed Macquarie
division due.to the diverse com-
munities and access to services.

“Yet the Councillors threw out
the recommended objection to the
boundary changes and resolved
that no action be taken on the mat-
ter,” he said.

“In Bathurst the Council has
effectively given the green light to
being lumped in with the city-ori-

‘entated Blue Mountains area by

NEED CASH?
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Snarice

LOANS & CASH SOLUTIONS
$300 to $2000. N
. Pensioners & Unempioyed' Welcome

“

- ‘Condifions Apply

Ph: 63552000 Mon-Fri
tocal Mobile Lender Kim Bunda gam_spm

fajlmg to object to the rédrawn -
Macquarie boundaries. }

“Of course the Electoral
Cemmission should never have
suggested splitting the Bathurst
Regional Council aréa between the
seats of Macquarie and Calare.

“But Council should also be
arguing that its council area
remain in the regionally-based seat
of Calare and not the metropolitan
electorate of Macquarie.

“Both Councils have let down
their constituents, many of whom
have contacied my office to lodge

" their complaint about being forced

into a new electorate with which
they have Ilttle if any commumty
of interest.”

Mr Andren said he has lodged
an objection to the new bound-
aries and -has called for the
Boundaries Commission’ to con-
duct an inquiry in Bathurst so local
people can argue why the AECS

suggested boundaries discrimi-
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"nate against country voters,

“Not only are Bathurst and
Lithgow being forced into a Biue
Mountains seat, the suggested new
Calare boundaries including séven
major towns also has major logisti-
cal and community of interest

TR

problemns for any member, while
the abolition of the Gwydir seat is

an insult to the bush.

"With the Calare seat split by "}

the suggested changes, 1 will
not decide on where I run
until the final boundaries
are announced later in the
year, :
“In the meantirne ! urge
electors in the Bathurst and
Lithgow areas and else-
where in Calare to make
their thoughts heard by
lodging an cobjection before
close of business tomorrow,

“Concerned  residents
can contact my office for
further details,” Mr Andren
said,

Specialising in a wide area of law
: 27 years experience
_;* First consultation free
_ Allan J Lindsay BA LLB
-7 1 Solicitor & Attorney
179 Mort St, Lithgow
' Phone 63522022
g Fax 63521522

WEATHER
LOCAL WEATHER: Tuesday minimum 4.7, max-

imum 11.5, rain to 9 am 16mm; Wednesday mini-
mum (.5, maximum 12.5.

FORECAST: Isolated showers in the east. Fing,
partly cloudy elsewhere. Cool to cold day. Light
winds.

OUTLOOK: Tomorrow, fine and cool to cold day
with northwest winds. Saturday, fine and cool to
cold day with northwest to southwest winds.
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