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The Chairman

Badisteibution Committee for New South Wales
PO Box 20014

WORLD SQUARL NSW 2002

ear Sir,

We arc writing in regards to the redistribution of Federal Llectoral Boundarics and in
partieuiar the boundaries, which effect this area. This Chamber is based i the Local
Governmment Arvea (LGA) of Hawkesbury and is thercfore servicing members in the
Federal Rlectorate of Macguaric.

Tnis Chamber is also the official operator of the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) and
i, turr: 13 cesponsible for the operation of tourism in the LGA.

It any redistribution the sense of community is important. The need to belong to an
eavironment that is compatible and related to the members of the community is of

=ital importance. [t is the connectivity of the community within itself that provided
‘be injerent strength and social fibre, which binds people togcther.

1n the Macquarie electorate the communities of the [fawkesbury and the Blue
Mountains have been bound together in this sense of belonging for many years. As a
resul the two communities have come to share significant parts of their culture and
social behaviour.

't hiis relationship has not been developed in other surrounding areas for a number off
reasons. In particular the two areas are of significant historical iraportance. They sharc
comraon history and discovery. They share rural lands and open space, bush scencry
and a substantial heritage in the botanical history of Australia. The Biue Mountains
and the Hawkesbury where inseparable in the history of Australia through the
sxplerers and the botanists.

These sigrificant conneciions over a 100 years have meant that the two communitics
Lave shared other aspects of their community, This association has developed tourism
co-opesetion in such attractions as the Grand Tourist Circuit from Richmond to
Katoomba. And more recently the Bells Linc of Road Partnership.
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Biginess has alse benefited from this historical connection. Many Blue Mountains
tesidents see Richmond as their shopping centre. This Chamber has been involved in
inany projcets over the year with the Blue Mountains business associations and sesks
ie. mairsin (kat relationship. More recently in a parinership which includes Penrith in
2 major Federal Guvernment Grant to assist school leavers.

To reiove the Blue Mountains frony the Macquarie electoralce or attach the
Hawkesbury 10 Baunlkham Hills or in some othcr way to significantly break vp the
Macqueric Ulectorate would be in our view quite irrcsponsible. Tt would destroy two
communities who have built up relationships over a 100 years, A rclationship of not
only business and tourism but also one of social and community support. Both areas
are aifected by bushfires and the co-operation, which is needed in thesc times, has
conc as a result of the cohesivencss of the socicty being as it is one total community.

We would ask that you pive careful consideration Lo this redistribution and to view it
not as 4 nclitical issue of moving people to suit a particular group but as a social issue
that imvelves the lives of peopie who have grown to support and work together over
smany yzars. This cohesion of community does not come easy and can be easily
desiroyed. By breaking up the Macquarie Electorate this sensc of community will be
dostroy snd the tow areas may never have the same sensc of purpose if attached to
other areas which have no common bounds or purpose.

Foars I ibfully
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