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Macredie

A.D.B.

jointly with Robert who, however, died in
1859 at Stuttgart, Germany. The property
remained in their joint pames until ther
brother George {1826-1883) bought out the
lnterest. When Banyenong West was sub-
divided in 1861 William took over part of
the run. George and his brother John arrived
in August 1840 as cabin passengers in the
Culdee. They were in partnership at Lillirice
station on Mount Emu Creek near Pertland
from 1845 until John sold his interest and
returned to Scotland in 1853. In 1844 George
had been an active member of the committee
formed at the separation meeting in Mel-
bourne. Like Rabert, George had been
appeinted a territorial magistrate by Lieut-
Governor LaTrabe in 1852, George held
Watchem station in 1864-70 and for some
Hme was a member of the firm of Cuning-
ham & Macredie,

T. F. Bride (ed), Letters from Victorion pic-
neers (Melb, 1898); R. V. Billis and A. §. Ken-
yon, Pastoral pioneers of Port Phillip (Melb,
1932); P. L. Brown (ed), Clyde Company papers,
45 (Lond, 1959-63) National Mutual Life Assn
of A'sia, A century of life (Melb, 1969); Asian
Insurance and Banking Record, 15 Nov . 1836,
18 May 1891; Argus, 4 Apr 189]; Cuningltame
papers, 1-3 (ML), M\RIOR[E ]. TrermnG

MACROSSAN, JOHN MURTAGH
(1833-1891), politician, was born at Crees-
lough, Donegal, Ireland, som of Neil
Macrossan, farmer, and his wife Agnes, née
Murtagh. He was educated in private and
Catholic schools in Ireland and Glasgow.
He arrived at Melbourne in 1853 and was
a miner in Victoria and probably in New
South Wales and New Zealand before 1865
when he was certainly located on the North
Queensland goldfields. By the early 1870s
he had emerged as a leading figure among
the North Queensland miners. In 1371 he
organized the Ravenswood Miners’ Pro-
tection Association which petitioned the
minister for removal of the field warden. In
that year Macrossan was convicted in the
Townsville court of having assaulted the
warden, T. R. Hackett, whom he had
publicly horsewhipped. In November 1873
Macrossan was returned to the Queensland
Legislative Assembly far one of the newly-
constituted seats for the Kennedy electorate.
After some years as an independent, he
threw in his lot with Thomas McIlwraith
[q.v.). In the 1878 elections, which brought
the Conservatives to office, Macrossan swing
the northern electorates solidly behind
Mcllwraith, but was himself defeated by
making a last-minute decision to contest a
doubttul seat. However, he was given the
portfolio of works and mines on 2] January

1879 and in Maxch was elected for Towns.
ville; he retained this sezt until 1891.
Macrossan resigned from the ministry in

March 1883 but returned- to office in Tune
1888 under Mclwraith. In January 189g
he added the portfolio of colonial

to that of mines. As a minister Ma

was able and hard.working. His first actiong
in 1879 had been to introduce economy anq -
order into the milways, though' the
Opposition asserted that his wholesale dis.
missals from the Ipswich railway workshops
could be shown to have a sectarian bigg,
He was responsible for two mining Acte
which were well received and cleatly repre.
sented many reforms. In particdar thenlrg&g
Act emphasized empkger ]jahi[iz in cases
of accident and included such radic]
measures as inspection by workers’ repre.
sentatives.

As a politician Macrossam was used, both
in and out of office, as the major debating
strength of the Conservative Party: good
examples are the no confidence motion of
1876, the Ipswich dismissals of 1879, and
especially in 1880 the steel rails scandal, the
mail contract and the Douglas [g.v.] libel.
They all show 2 lack of restraint which
came out most strongly on other occasions
affecting him personally : for example, the
debate on Griffith’s education hill in 1875;
the judgment of Sir Charles Lilley [q.v.] in
the case of McSharry v. O’Rourke in 1586;
and perha?s the bittemess surrounding the
election of W. H. Groom {q.v.] as Speaker
in 1883, Ironically enough, this fierce lack
of restraint probably caused him to be
passed over twice when the leadership feil
vacant. In 1886 when Mcllwrmaith frst
retired he was succeeded as leader of the
Oppesition, not by Macrossan his obvious
lieutenant but by Albert Norton iqv.].
Again, in November 1888 when Mclwraith
resigned as premier, the party chose B. D.
Morehead [q.v.].

In February 1890 Macrossan and Sir
Samuel Griffith attended the conference on
Federation called by Sir Henry Parkes [q.v.]
in Meibourne. Although the government
resigned in August Macrossan was chasen
to 2ccompany Griffith to the Australasian
National Convention at Sydney in 1891
Macrossan had been suffering from heart
disease for some years but he had an attack
of bronchitis and died during the convention
on 30 March. He was buried in Nudgee,
Queensland. He was survived by his wife
Bridger, née Queely, whom he had mamied

at St Joseph’s Church, Townsville, on 1 ..

October 1874, and by a daughter and five
of their seven sons. Hugh Denis (1881-1940)
and Neal (1889-1955) became chief justices
of Queensiand, and Vincent was one of
Brisbane’s leading solicitors, Not the least

198
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Mair

of the paradoxes associated with Maczossan
is that he founded 2 Queensland legal
tradition despite his oft-ecgzressed contempt
for those who lived on the law.

Some mystery surrounds the source of
Macrossan’s income, but he must have had
some substance to remain a8 unpaid member
of parliament for twelve years. He certainly
controlled the Northern Advocate and
Miners' Journal for some time and was
rumoured to have other newspaper interests
in the north. He also appears to have ip-
vested in lead mining and was involved in
railway construction confracts in New
South Wales and perhaps in Queensland.

Macrossan was physically small and
slight, palecomplexioned and almost delicate
in appearance. His deep-set eyes and heavy
beard, jet black in his earlier years, 2
attention and hinted at a depth of feeling
and a strength of expression to which his
mntemEraries all attest. Solitary by nature,
he was known to miners as ‘Jack the Hatter’,
and he seems not to have made friends
easily. This difficulty must have been en-
hanced by his intense vigour in garty
politics, the bitterness and passion of the

es in and outside the House, the
strength of his insistence on his Catholic
religion and a clear determination not to
conciliate or to suffer fools gladly.
Macrossan’s early loyalty to the Cop-
servative Party must have shocked his
original electors, the porthern miners, but
the suggestion that he had betrayed his
constituents as a price for future office seems
ill.based. Whatever his changes of attitude,
a consistency can be distinguished in his
actions on issues he thought vital, but his
vacillation on such matters as payment of
members of parliament cannot be freed com-
pletely from the suggestion of opportunism.
On some subjects, however, he stood firm,
irrespective of party policy or personal
advantage. Committed to the interests of
working miners, he legislated for their safety
and was much more consistent in opposil
Chinese coolie immigration to the gold-
felds than he was on Kanakas or Indians in
agriculture, A fervent advocate for North

Queensland, he complained that ifs interests

were ill-served by ‘Queen Street Ministries’.

While still in opposition in 1876, he secured

the appointment of 2 Finandal Separation

Commission. In 1886 he came out openly

for complete separation for the North and

in the assembly made one of Australia’s
great statements for local self-government.

Though supported only by the balance of

his ‘Northemn Nine’, he tried again in 1890

and came as close as 26 votes to 31 to carry-

ing the House. On religious questions he

poraries regarded him as the lay leader of
Catholicism in Queensland. Rumour persists
}timii. he had been intended for the priest-
[o10]

Fipally, Macrossan emerged as one of the
carliest and ablest of the apostles of
Federation. Contemporaries have recorded
his fervent, infectious enthusiasm and clear
of principles. In the convention
debates he stands out for his knowledge and
admiration of American precedent. Wise
and Deakin recorded that he was 2 quiet
speaker but stress the detail and incisiveness
of his argument. To (gueensland journalists
he was ever the fiery demagogue, and to his
long-time enemy Thadeus O'Kane [q.v.] his
oratory was ‘raw and bloody bones’. Un-
doubtedly a Statesman Macrossan lay be
hind the Politician Macrossan.

H. Bryan, John Murtagh Macrossan: his
life and carcer (Brisb, 1958) V&P {LA Qld).
1891, 1, 271, 296, 312; H. Bryan, Tohn Murtagh
Macrossan and the genesis of the White Aust-
raliz policy’, JRHSQ, § (1953-37% Australasian.
15 May 1886; Brisbane Courier, 31 Mar 1891;
Daily Mail (Brisb), 28 Sept, 5 Qct 1907; H.
Bryan, The political career of John Murtagh
Macrossan (M.A. thesis, Univ Qld, 1954).
HARRISON BRYAN

MAIR, WILLIAM (1806-1904), soldier
and Gvil servant, was bom on 31 August
1806 at Glasgow, Scotland, son of Hugh
Mair of the 42nd ‘Black Watch’ Regiment
and his wife, née Woodburn. Educated at
Inverness, Glasgow and Londonderry, he
was commissioned in November 1830 in the
99th Regiment which he joined in Ireland
next June. He served in Mauritius from
1831 to 1836, when he was promoted lieuten-
ant, and in Ireland in 183741

Mair was ordered to escort 200 convicts
to Van Diemen’s Land and sailed in October
from Dublin in the Richard Webb, He
arrived at Hobart Town in March 1842 and
soon sailed for Sydney. The rest of the
regiment arrived later by detachments. Mair
was paymaster to the regiment and for some
time quartermaster. In February 1843 he
became adjutant of the mounted police.
With light duties in Sydney he went to
such outlying stations as Maitland, Penrith,
Bathurst, Berrima, Goulburn and Yass. On
7 December 1343 he went to Melboumne and
visited stations in the Port Phillip District.
With La Trobe’s permission he rode as far
as Port Fairy and returned overland to
Sydney through Albury and Goulburn in
January 1844

In October 1846 La Trobe sought more
mounted police to control ricts between
Orange and Catholic factions in Melbourne

was always consistent and arguably affected
his personal prospects thereby. Contem-

and asked Mair to take command of the Port

199




