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INTRODUCTION

The following comments ate a summary of the public submissions and an examination of
the merits, similarities and differences of the ten submissions by electoral division. It is
interesting to note that one of the few submissions received from other than the major
political parties was from the District Manager of the District Council of Loxton Waikerie.
They raised the very practical suggestion of including a small portion of the newly
amalgamated council that was in the federal electorate of Batker into the federal district of
Wakefield with the rest of the newly formed council. It serves to illustrate and highlight the
suggestion made in my otiginal submission that the recent council amalgamation process
could provide a useful source of information for the commission when considering the
necessary changes to various electorates. Historically the commission has used local
government/council boundaties as important indicators of community of interest. I believe
there are two key points; firstly, that where amalgamations have taken place, such as Loxton
Waikerie and Clare and Gilbert Valley Councils, that the commission could consider newly
amalgamated councils as community based recognition and/or acceptance of community of
mnterest, or at the very least, the basis of a developing community of interest. Secondly, that
where significant community based opposition has strongly opposed the amalgamation of
councils, against in some places significant pressure, that the commission could use this as
tecognition of opposition by local communities to acceptance of a basis of community of
interest. Perhaps the strongest examples include the rejection of inner city councils such as
Unley, Prospect, and Walkerville to amalgamation with adjacent metropolitan councils,
and/or the rejection of proposed amalgamation between in the first instance, Kensington
Notwood and Butnside, and secondly, Campbelltown and Burnside councils.

THE RURAL ELECTORAL DIVISIONS

[1] WAKEFIELD AND GREY

Suggestions 1,2 4 and 9 contain no reference to Wakefield and Grey.

Theme 1: Minor boundary alterations for consistency with new council boundaties.
The suggestion to transfer what was the former council area of Brown’s Well from Barker to
Wakefield is eminently sensible and very much in tune with the thrust of my own
suggestions. Appendix 1 shows a map incorporating this change along with the suggested
transfer for the remainder of the Clare and Gilbert Valley District Council and the remainder
of the Goyder District Council from Wakefield to Grey as per original suggestions. The
impact of these changes are detailed in Appendix 2 and would yield the following projected
deviation from quota:

Barker +0.56%, Grey +0.68 and Wakefield +0.82%.

It would also be possible to continue this theme along the Wakefield boundaries and transfer
the remainder of the new district council of Wakefield (Wakefield Plains and Blyth-
Snowtown) from Grey to Wakefield and to the west, the remainder of the new council of
Barunga West (Port Broughton and Bute) from Wakefield into Grey. The newly formed
councils can be seen in Appendix 1 of my original submission. The logic underpinning such
a proposal from a community interest perspective would be the same as that which led to
the local communities in those areas recognising and accepting their common interests,
which would give people in those areas access to the same representative of parliament, and




increasing accountability (see Appendix 3 for a map and Appendix 4 for the summary of
impact of change) and which would yield the following projected deviation from quota:
Barker +0.56%, Grey —0.07 and Wakefield +1.57%.

Ms Pantelios proposed via a map with no substantive argument the inclusion of the
remainder of the Clare and Gilbert Valley Council and the Barunga West Council be
transferred from Wakefield to Grey. The map fails to mention the pottion of district council
of Goyder, which would also be transferred under the proposed boundary change. These
suggestions seem faitly sensible and could perhaps be extended to include those outlined
above which would also cater for the changed to Loxton Waikerie and Wakefield Councils.
The Liberal Party have suggested, as with the above, the inclusion of a portion of the Clare
and Gilbert Valley council and the Barunga West Council be transferred from Wakefield to
Grey. As with the above, this is an eminently sensible minimalist approach, however, I
would respectfully suggest that the commission and local electors would be better served by
following the newly formed council boundaries which easily satisfy quota requirements as
per Appendix 4.

Theme 2: Transfer of York Peninsula from Wakefield to Grey.

The Australian Labor Party proposed major structural changes to the electorates of
Wakefield and Grey and offered little substantive argument to suggest why this should
occur. As pointed out by the other six submissions, a satisfactory quota result can be
achieved with relatively minor changes to the boundaries, which are consistent with the

recent local government changes without the major dislocation of electors proposed by the
ALP.

The Democrats submission, whilst being a minimalist submission, appeats to propose major
changes. The Democrats wrongly suggest that the electorate of Grey “needs to gain” 3623
electors. In fact, as can be seen in my original submission, Table 1, page 3, that the electorate
of Grey only needs an additional 569 voters to satisfy quota requitements. The Democrats
along with the Labor Party have suggested the wholesale movement of the York Peninsula
from Wakefield to Grey. They offer one good point to support this that the commission
should avoid having electors “yoyo” back and forth between electorates given the probable
loss of an electorate by South Australia in the next redistribution. However, it should be
pointed out that the loss of an electorate should result in the quota per electorate increasing
by less than 8000 electors per electorate which could be comfortably obtained by Grey by
moving the boundary at the next redistribution slightly down the coast to include areas such
as Wallaroo and Kadina. Whilst they correctly point out that the inclusion of the Riverland
and the York Peninsula in the one electorate is a significant compromise of communities of
interest, it is a longstanding historical compromise which can be easily supported on the
basis of retention of existing historical boundaties notwithstanding the clear differences of
community of interest.

2] BARKER

The electorate of Barker requires no change. The only proposed changes in submissions are
by myself to include the transfer of one collection district from Barker to Mayo to assist in
creating a sensible southern boundary for Kingston and Mayo of the Myponga River. The
main Liberal Party submission suggests the transfer of three CCD’s including this one, from
Barker to Mayo, although there seems to be no rationale put forward as to why, and this
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would necessitate the southern boundary of Mayo crossing the Myponga River which would
seem to be a good natural boundary. A summary of the proposed transfer of the collection
district from Barker to Mayo can be seen in Appendix 5 and it would leave Barker a
projected +0.44% over quota (see Appendix 6).

[3] KINGSTON AND BOOTHBY
Suggestions 1,2,3,4, and 9 make no reference to boundary alteration to Kingston.

Theme 1: Transfer of Willunga Basin to Mayo.

Of the five suggestions, four recommend the removal of the Willunga Basin from the
clectorate of Kingston (Liberal Party, ALP, Pantelios, Vitgili). This high degree of consensus
suggests this 1s one of the more clearly practical suggestions. The Liberal Party submission
alone suggests the retention of a small portion of the Willunga basin region, the north
western corner. It seems clear from the Labor Party submission that this area is regarded at a
local government level as part of the Willunga Basin, and on balance, it would seem more
sensible to transfer this section also to Mayo leaving the strong natural boundaries of the
Onkaparinga River and South Road, which divide off agricultural from urban metropolitan
beachside development west of South Road (Appendix 7).

Theme 2: Transfer of Chandlers Hill to Mayo.

Two of the submissions suggested the transfer of three collection districts associated with
Chandler’s Hills from Kingston to Mayo. Under my submission this would complete the
placement of all hillsface and Adelaide hills suburbs from the south at Chandler’s Hill to the
north at Banksta Park in two hills electorates Boothby and Mayo. Further, it seems well

supported by the communities of interest shared by subutbs of Chandler’s Hill and
Aberfoyle Park.

Theme 3: Transfer of electors at the northern border to Boothby.

The largest transfer is suggested by Ms Pantelios, although little supportive argument has
been put forward to suggest why these areas in patticular would share a community of
interest with Boothby. The Democrats offer a similar formula, although do not suggest
boundaries or rationale. The Liberal Party submission suggested the CCD containing Happy
Valley Reservoir be transferred to Boothby along with the adjacent suburb of Flagstaff Hill
from Mayo to Boothby. This suggestion is identical to my own and seems very sensible on
the basis of community of interest grounds given the similarity of adjacent Boothby suburbs
such as Blackwood which as the ALP points out are also accessed via a different transport
corridor.

The second component on the Liberal Party submission transfetring the suburb of Hallett
Cove from Kingston to Boothby was also canvassed by myself and notwithstanding the
ALP’s arguments about the natural O'Halloran botrder, the suburb of Hallett Cove is in a
different council area to the rest of the electorate of Kingston, and if any additional area
were to be transferred this would seem the most sensible. However, on balance I would
suggest that at this stage it is unnecessary if the commission were to remove all of the
Willunga Basin region and the Chandler’s Hill area. This would leave the electorate of
Kingston as an urban outer southern metropolitan seaside electorate and Boothby as an
inner southern metropolitan and hillsface and hills electorate which neatly separates the hills
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component by the Mitchum council boundary from the hills suburbs of Mayo. Further,
from an access point of view, there is limited ease of access between the inner southern hills
suburbs and most of the other hills suburbs contained in Mayo (see Appendix 8 for a final
suggested map of Kingston and Boothby, and Appendix 9 for an enlarged Boothby).
Appendix 10 shows that Kingston would be a projected —1.28% under quota and Boothby
would be +0.89% over the quota which would make some allowance for additional
unexpected growth and inner urban decay in these electorates respectively.

HINDMARSH

Firstly, it 1s important to note that Hindmatsh requires no change and has the virtue of
simple elegant boundaries. Not withstanding this, seven of the ten submissions have made
suggestions to alter the boundary to increase the population of Hindmarsh.

Theme 1: Greater incorporation of the Greek community in Hindmarsh (moving the
boundaries north and west).

The ALP and two Greek community based organisations have proposed the boundaties of
Hindmarsh should be altered to include or maximise the concentration of the South
Australian Greek Community into the electorate of Hindmarsh. At present there are
substantial numbers of Greek born citizens in Hindmarsh, and also in adjacent inner western
suburbs of Adelaide, southeastern subutbs of the electorate of Port Adelaide, the northern
patts of Boothby, in addition to the western inner city suburbs of Sturt such as Norwood.
An mspection of the South Australian Social Atlas or ABS information would suggest that
there are many Greek born people living in the inner western, notrthern and eastern suburbs
surrounding the city of Adelaide, in addition to concentration in the north and south-
western suburbs at either end of Hindmarsh. Possibly the proposed boundary changes to the
federal electorate of Adelaide to incorporate the inner city eastern suburbs suggested by
myself, the Liberal Party, the Member for Adelaide and Ms Pantelios would g0 some way
towards concentrating the Greek community in two federal electorates, that of Hindmarsh
and Adelaide without the large scale shifting of electors and further contorting the electorate
of Adelaide. Further, I have suggested the small alteration and inclusion of West Hindmarsh
and Welland into Hindmarsh which contains substantial numbers of persons from the Greek
community. The ALP have suggested large-scale alterations to the western boundaries which
would distort the electorate of Adelaide and an unduly complex northern boundary, with
very little supporting argument for why the boundaries should move north and west, other
than greater unification of the Greek community in Hindmarsh.

Theme 2: Moving the boundaties South

The liberal Party submission suggested moving the boundary of Hindmarsh south to
compensate the movement of Hallett Cove from Boothby to Kingston. As suggested earlier
this movement is unnecessary. Little argument has been offered to suggest why this is a good
idea, although Ms Pantelios suggested the same boundary change again with no supporting
argument.

In summary I propose that the changes in my original submission are appropriate minimalist
changes which would go some way towards placing some of the areas with high
concentration of Greek population presently in the electorates of Port Adelaide and
Adelaide into Hindmarsh (see Appendix 11), whilst maintaining, and with the suggested
changes to Adelaide, increasing the concentration of the Greek community in the federal




electorate of Adelaide as well. These changes would leave Hindmarsh +0.20 over quota (see
Appendix 15).

PORT ADELAIDE

Port Adelaide requires between 1239 and 4293 additional electors. Four submissions have
discussed changes to Port Adelaide. Firstly the ALP has proposed a complex set of changes
which has suggested shedding electors to Hindmarsh, and gaining electors from Adelaide
and Bonython. The transfer to Hindmarsh has been discussed above. The transfer of inner
city north-western suburbs from Adelaide to Port Adelaide would seem contrary to the
community of interest of the electorate of Adelaide, as would the transfer of electots from
east of Port Wakefield Road from Parafield Gardens into Port Adelaide. Further, the Liberal
Party submission also proposed the transfer of electors from the outer northern suburbs into
the electorate of Port Adelaide to resolve Port Adelaide’s quota problems. I would
respectfully suggest to the commission that the northern boundaty of Hindmarsh is a very
neat western suburbs boundary, and rather than looking to inner north-western suburbs
such as Brompton which have strong communities of interest with the other inner city
suburbs surrounding Adelaide and the distant outer northern suburbs of Parafield Gardens
which have much stronger ties to adjacent Salisbury, that the commission could easily
resolve Port Adelaide’s quota problem by incorporating the northern subutbs of Blair Athol
as suggested in my otiginal submission.

There are strong historical enduring links between the Blair Athol area north of Regency
Road, south of Grand Junction Road and west of Main North Road with the adjacent
“Parks” subutbs. These suburbs arc all included in the catchment area of the Parks
Community Centre and resident government bodies were recommended by the MAG report
on Local Government Reform to be incorporated along with the other Enfield Part (b)
subutbs with the Port Adelaide council, and have historically frequently been in the same
State clectoral division of Ross Smith ot currently Enfield. Further this solution would
enable the boundaries commission to altet the federal electorate of Adelaide to mcorporate
inner city suburbs only and simplify its borders. It should also be noted that Prospect
council vigorously opposed amalgamation with Enfield at a community level. The
recommended changes can be seen in Appendix 13,and would leave Port Adelaide a
projected +0.60% over quota (see Appendix 15).

ADELAIDE
Adelaide was the only electorate which attracted comments from all ten submissions.
Adelaide requires the addition of approximately 50 to 3100 electors.

Theme 1: Transfer of inner western suburbs to Hindmarsh.

The ALP and the two Greek community based organisation submissions proposed the
transfer of the inner western subutbs of Adelaide to the electorate of Hindmarsh This has
already been discussed at some length. I feel it would further distort the boundaries of
Adelaide, remove inner city subutbs from what is characteristically an inner city electorate
without necessarily achieving the objective of uniting Greek Australians in the one
electorate. One could casily argue their retention in Adelaide was equally valid given the
concentration of Greek born people in Prospect and the inner northern and eastern suburbs
in the electorate of Adelaide.




Theme 2: Removal of the outer northern suburbs from Adelaide.

Three submissions proposed the removal of the Enfield council notthern suburbs portion of
the electorate of Adelaide transferring them to Port Adelaide or Sturt or both. As suggested
carlier this is consistent with the local government proposed changes in the Mag report . The
actual vigorous opposition to amalgamation of the inner city councils of Prospect and
Walkerville and Enfield reflects community feeling about significant difference in
community of interest. The suggested transfer of the Enfield part(b) portion west of Main
North Road to Port Adelaide would unite communities of interest and resolve Pot
Adelaide’s quota problem and east of Main North Road would unite communities of interest
associated with Enfield part(a), whilst also assisting to create an electorate of Adelaide which
had a consistent inner city living theme. Possibly the commission may wish to consider
Regency Road as opposed to the council boundary between Prospect and Enfield as a more
suitable boundary in geographical terms as suggested in the Federal MP’s submission.

Theme 3: Incorporation of inner city eastetn subutbs in the electorate of Adelaide.
1o varying degrees all submissions proposed the incotporation of inner city eastern suburbs
into the electorate of Adelaide. Depending upon whether they were slanted more towards a
partisan Liberal or Labor party outcome, they included to varying degrees the suburbs east
of Portrush Road. It should be noted that all recognised Portrush Road as a significant
boundary of inner city living. I tespectfully submit that the boundary variation have more to
do with partisan political views that genuine communities of interest and therefore
commend the proposed map in Appendix 12 incorporating all suburbs west of Portrush
Road in the electorate of Adelaide. The proposed changes would leave Adelaide a projected
—0.19% under quota with significantly simpler boundaries which united a strong communnity
of interest of inner city living.

BONYTHON
Bonython required no change, yet is projected to be -2.93% under quota.

Theme 1: The inclusion of Gawler.

The inclusion of the township of Gawler into the electorate of Bonython would seem
somewhat of an overkill. Further, although possibly in the future with a loss of electorates in
redistributions this may become helpful, it is nonetheless unnecessaty at this stage. Also it is
arguable that outer hills suburbs such as Stirling and Aldgate which ate much closer to the
city of Adelaide and increasingly better connected by changes to the Mount Barker freeway
have a greater claim to be included in the metropolitan areas. For example, ABS summary
statistics include these suburbs with metropolitan Adelaide but not the township of Gawler.

The Labor and Liberal Party submissions have proposed significant changes to the
Bonython Makin boundary either side of Main North Road. Not surprisingly shifting the
boundary one side or the other heavily favours both patties in Makin. I would respectfully
suggest the simplest solution is still that proposed in my otiginal submission to transfer the
suburb of Salisbury Heights from Makin to Bonython. Essentially the community is divided
by major roads from the Golden Grove community and to the south by Golden Grove
Road and Cobblers Creek. This would also unite it with the adjacent riverside suburb of
Salisbury Park and assist to retain the whole of the Golden Grove development in the
electorate of Makin (see Appendix 12a). This would leave the electorate of Bonython
+0.89% over quote (see Appendix 15).
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MAKIN
The electorate of Makin required a significant reduction in electors, in the order of 3500 and
6500.

Theme 1: Major transfer of electots to Bonython.

Theme 1 was supported by three submissions. Notwithstanding Bonython’s minimal
requirement for electors, the Liberal Party submission suggested moving large numbers of
clectors into Bonython which would necessitate further transfer of electors into Port
Adelaide from Bonython in a similar manner to the Labor Party transferring larger numbers
into Bonython via Gawler. Doing so creates a problem in the transfer of these electors out
to Port Adelaide as it necessitated a division of communities of interest in the outer northern
suburbs. For this reason I would suggest both ideas are problematic, although a minor
transfer of electors such as that suggested above would assist Bonython to remain close to
the projected quota.

Theme 2: Major transfer of electors to Mayo.

A number of submissions have suggested the major shedding of electors from Makin to the
electorate of Mayo , particulatly areas west of Hancock Road in the older parts of the Tea
Tree Gully Council. This gives the advantages of enabling Makin to retain the entirety of
Golden Grove community, and along with changes to the Sturt Mayo boundary outlined
below, assist to enhance Mayo’s hillsface suburbs and hills character. The main Liberal Party
submission suggests an incotporation of additional hillsface subutbs from Mayo into Makin
which along with proposed changes to the Stust Mayo boundary would create almost an
isolated cut off pocket of metropolitan suburbs in the electorate of Mayo (Hope Valley).

STURT AND MAYO

Theme 1: Transfer of the remainder of the Council of Campbelltown from Mayo to
Sturt.

All submissions liked the removal of the Willunga Basin from Kingston. This idea seems to
have attracted consensus as a very practical correction to historical boundaries. All
submissions commenting on Sturt and Mayo have to greater or lesser degtrees suggested the
transfer of remaining suburbs of Campbelltown into the electorate of Sturt from Mayo.
Ample argument has been put forward by the local member and Ms Pantelios, T believe the
member makes a telling point with his example of the difficulties of constituents living in
these suburbs accessing their member in the hills seat of Mayo. Upon reviewing my own
submission I have proposed a further alteration in the light of comments by the member and
Ms Pantelios and suggest that in addition to Campbelltown, the inner notth eastern suburbs
in Enfield Part () and those in Tea Tree Gully south of Grand Junction Road should also be
transferred from Mayo to Sturt (see Appendix 14). This change would necessitate a small
increase in the number of electors south of Kensington Road to the electorate of Mayo.

Theme 2: Transfer of hillsface and southern suburbs from Sturt to Mayo.

Three submissions have suggested the transfer of southern hillsface suburbs in Sturt to the
clectorate of Mayo. In my original suggestion I proposed to incotporate those suburbs which
contained a hillsface element into the electorate of Mayo to create a consistent community of
interest in that electorate. Upon viewing the arguments of the local member and Ms




Pantelios, I have been persuaded to the view that it would be better to transfer suburbs
south of Kensington Road also to the electorate of Mayo. Firstly, it would assist to facilitate
the inclusion of north-eastern metropolitan suburbs currently in Mayo (in Enfield part (a)
and Tea Tree Gully) which have little in common with the hills and more in common with
the inner north-castern suburbs in terms of transport and social and community services.

Secondly the southeastern suburbs adjacent to the hillsface suburbs of Rosslyn Park,
Stonyfell, Burnside, Beatnont have more in common with these subutbs in a demographic
sense, and the hills suburbs of Stitling and Aldgate, than the communities to the north of
Kensington Road. In fact, as Ms Pantelios suggests, Magill Rd is probably a stronger divide
in community of interest terms. It is worth noting that despite significant pressure for
Burnside council to amalgamate with Kensington Norwood or Campbelltown councils, both
were vehemently rejected by both communities. In the case of Kensington to the west, the
council boundary is Kensington Road and I would suggest notwithstanding the arguments
put forth by Ms Pantelios that community between Kensington and Magill Roads is
probably something of a blend demographically of the communities to the north and south.
These proposed changes for Sturt and Mayo can be seen in Appendices 14 and 14a
tespectively, and would result in Mayo being a projected -0.92% under quota and Sturt
-0.1% under quota (see Appendix 15).

Finally, I would like to make it clear that contrary to public comments made about my
submission by the local member, at no time did I suggest the abolition of Sturt or any other
seat and strongly advocate for minimalist change. However, in terms of transfer of elector
numbers the easiest way to achieve minimal change was to use the electorate of Mayo as a
conduit for the transfer of electors. With Sturt and Mayo being the final two electorates in
my consideration, particulatly in the case of Stutt being the last electorate required a higher
degree of alteration. Having said that, I believe the resultant proposed boundaries overall
yield less drastic alteration than those proposed by the major parties and yield an improved
community of interest outcome and more balanced elector figures than those put forward by
the major parties.

In summary further small alterations made in the light of information and suggestions in the
other submissions have led me to suggest a further alteration to Wakeficld (see Appendix 3),
which would enable the incorporation of the original district of Wakefield, the new
Wakefield council and the Wakefield River. The proposed name change would not be
necessary or desirable and the boundary would be remarkable to the original federation
clectorate of Wakefield. Finally with the proposed transfer of inner north-eastern
metropolitan suburbs from Mayo to Sturt and inner south eastern suburbs and hills suburbs
from Sturt to Mayo I believe it would be possible for the commission to consider favorably
the renaming of one or both of these electorates. As much as both of them have been
previously historically in Sturt, and Mayo is a relatively new electorate name, I believe it is
favourable to call the electorate now known as Mayo, “Sturt” or “Playford” given its
Adelaide hills character and my proposal to rename the inner north-eastern subutbs seat
after the late Don Dunstan which I note was also suggested in one of the other submissions.
I believe there would be considerable community support and recognition for two of South
Australia’s outstanding premiers.
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