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					The AEC’s role

					
						The AEC maintains an impartial and independent electoral system for eligible voters through active electoral roll management, efficient delivery of polling services and targeted education and public awareness programs.
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	The role of the Australian Electoral Commission is –

	
		to deliver the franchise: that is, an Australian citizen's right to vote, as established by the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918.

	

	Australian Electoral Commissioner

	[image: Mr Tom Rogers, Australian Electoral Commissioner, Australian Electoral Commission]
	Tom Rogers is the current Australian Electoral Commissioner and was reappointed to the role for a further five years from 15 December 2019.

		Organisational structure
	Our strategic focus

	
	

	Electoral legislation

	The legislation that governs the conduct of federal election events is the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918. The administration of federal referendums is undertaken in accordance with the Referendum (Machinery Provisions) Act 1984. Other legislation and legislative instruments relating directly to the performance of the AEC’s duties include:

		Representation Act  1983
	Commonwealth of Australia  Constitution Act
	Electoral and Referendum Regulation 2016
	Commonwealth Electoral (Authorisation of Voter Communication) Determination 2021


	State, territory and local council elections are conducted by other electoral management bodies in accordance with separate legislation. See the Australian elections portal for information regarding state and territory electoral management bodies.

		A short history of electoral reform


	Parliamentary committees

	The AEC regularly engages with parliamentary committees who are empowered to inquire into aspects of the electoral process, including the conduct of federal  electoral events.

	The most relevant committee for electoral purposes is the Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters. Further information on federal parliamentary committees and their reports may be found on the Australian Parliament website. 
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		Between 1973 and 1984 the Australian Electoral Commission was known as the Australian Electoral Office and was first established as a branch of the Department of Home Affairs in 1902.

		On 21 February 1984 following major amendments to the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 the Australian Electoral Commission was established as an independent statutory authority.
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            The AEC acknowledges the Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia and recognises their continuing connection to land, waters, culture and community. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
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