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Good morning Redistribution Secretariat for Victoria,
Please find attached the Colac Otway Shire Council objection to the Victorian Federal
Redistribution.

Kind Regards,

Clare Wright
Executive Officer to the CEO, Mayor & Councillors
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3 May 2018 
Redistribution Secretariat for Victoria, 
Australian Electoral Commission, 
Level 1 Urban Workshop, 
50 Lonsdale Street,  
MELBOURNE  VIC  3000 
 
Email: FedRedistribution-VIC@aec.gov.au 

 

Proposed Redistribution of Federal Electoral Divisions in Victoria 

The Colac Otway Shire Council (the Council) makes this submission respectfully, but nonetheless 

strongly disputing the proposed redistribution changing electoral boundaries and the naming of the 

existing Electoral Division of Corangamite.  

In particular, the Council submits an alternative proposal for consideration changing the boundaries 

proposed by the Redistribution Committee for the existing Division of Corangamite and the 

retention of the name Corangamite as a Federation Division of substantial history and cultural 

significance. 

At a Special Meeting convened of the Council held on May 2, 2018 the Council determined as 

follows: 

That the Council makes submission in response to the Redistribution Committee’s report “Proposed 

Redistribution of Federal Electoral Divisions in Victoria” indicating: 

1. The Council’s strong objection to the transfer of 12,041 electors in Colac and Colac Region 

from the existing Division of Corangamite to the Division of Wannon. 

2. An alternative proposal for consideration by the Augmented Electoral Commission 

indicating the boundaries of the Division of Corangamite which retains Colac and Colac 

Region and meets the number of electors requirements of the projected enrolment quota 

within the deviations provided for in the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918. 

3. The Council objects to the name change of the Federation Electoral Division of 

Corangamite proposed to be re-named Cox and seeks the retention of the Division name of 

Corangamite as a Federation Division of history and significance. 

4. The strong community support as evidenced by media and the Public Meeting held which 

supported the alternative proposal and retention of the Division name referred to above. 

5. The Council seeks that the Australian Electoral Commission convenes a public hearing in 

Colac prior to determining a decision on the boundaries of the existing Corangamite 

Electoral Division. 

  



KEY INFORMATION 

As soon as practicable after the redistribution commences, the quota of electors for a State or the 

Australian Capital Territory shall be determined by the Electoral Commissioner by dividing the 

number of electors enrolled in the State or Territory by the number of members of the House of 

Representatives to be chosen in the State or Territory at a general election to gain the quota of 

electors. 

In making the proposed redistribution, the Redistribution Committee:  

1. Shall, as far as practicable, endeavour to ensure that, if the State or Territory were 
redistributed in accordance with the proposed redistribution, the number of electors 
enrolled in each Electoral Division in the State or Territory would not, at the projection time, 
be less than 96.5% or more than 103.5% of the quota enrolment. 

2. Subject to (a) above, shall give due consideration, in relation to each proposed Electoral 
Division, to: 
- community of interests within the proposed Electoral Division, including economic, 

social and regional interests; 
- means of communication and travel within the proposed Electoral Division; 
- the physical features and area of the proposed Electoral Division; and 
- the boundaries of the existing Divisions in the State or Territory. 

The current map of the Electoral Division of Corangamite is shown hereunder: 

 



Redistribution Committee Proposal: 

The electoral boundaries in the renamed Electoral Division of Cox proposed by the Redistribution 

Committee include the following changes to existing arrangements in the Electoral Division of 

Corangamite: 

(i) Transfer from Corangamite of 14,918 electors from the western part of Golden Plains 
Shire and northern parts of Colac Otway Shire to the Electoral Division of Wannon. 

(ii) Transfer of 29,848 electors in Moolap and all localities east on the Bellarine Peninsula 
from the Electoral Division of Corio to Corangamite. 

(iii) To balance (ii), transfer of 25,553 electors in the localities of Batesford, Belmont, 
Fyansford, Highton and Wandana Heights from Corangamite to the Electoral Division of 
Corio. 

The changes proposed by the Redistribution Committee to the electoral boundaries of the Electoral 

Division of Corangamite are represented on the map below: 

 



Where is the change? 

 

Alternative Proposal: 

At the public meeting held on the evening of Thursday 19 April, an alternative proposal to that 

proposed by the Redistribution Committee was presented incorporating the following changes to 

the renamed Electoral Division of Cox proposal put forward by the Redistribution Committee: 

(i) Reinstate Colac and Colac region within the Electoral Division retained name of 
Corangamite, retaining the entire Colac Otway Shire within the Electoral Division. Adds 
12,041 electors to Corangamite. 

(ii) Retain the localities of Newcomb and Moolap proposed to be transferred to 
Corangamite within Corio. Reduces electors within Corangamite by 1,234 electors. 

(iii) Transfer from Corangamite to the Electoral Division of Wannon the localities of 
Bannockburn and Golden Plains –south, so that the northern boundary of Corangamite 
is the Hamilton Highway. Reduces electors within Corangamite by 9,045 electors. 

Summarising the outcomes arrives at the following: 

1. Taking into consideration the tolerances of elector numbers available to the Redistribution 
Committee in applying the quota of electors across Electoral Divisions, the maximum 
electors figure is 114,235 electors and the minimum electors figure is 106,509 electors. 

2. The alternative proposal for the Electoral Division of Corangamite (proposed Cox) results in 
a projected enrolment for the electoral division of 110,967 electors. 

3. The alternative proposal for the Electoral Division of Wannon results in a projected 
enrolment for the electoral division of 109,761 electors. 

4. The alternative proposal for the Electoral Division of Corio results in a projected enrolment 
for the electoral division of 110,737 electors. 



Colac Otway Shire Council’s alternate proposed Electoral Boundaries for Corangamite are 
represented on the map below: 

 



At the Public Meeting convened by the Mayor on Thursday 19 April, the meeting determined the 

following position: 

 

1. We the members present at this Public Meeting strongly oppose the proposed 
electoral boundary changes as put forward by the Australian Electoral Commission 
(AEC) on the following grounds: 

i. The proposed changes do not meet the AEC’s own criteria with regard to the 
‘community interest’ in that we have little or no affinity with the communities 
to our west as we currently do to our east, in particular Geelong. 

ii. All our government services, including important areas such as health and 
education, are linked to Geelong with which we will soon have a completed 
duplicated highway from Colac which will enable a vastly improved commuting 
between the two towns.  

iii. We are currently well served by our hard-working Member of Parliament who 
has recently opened a second electoral office in Colac. We will not have ready 
access to our Federal Member if we are isolated in the far south-east corner of 
the approximately 36,000 square kilometre electorate of Wannon.  

iv. The proposal will split the Colac Otway Shire in to two different electorates 
creating the need to negotiate such things as funding for the Shire’s needs with 
two different Federal Members of Parliament. This situation will create a ‘them 
and us’ situation which is not at all desirable.  

I therefore request the Colac Otway Shire Councillors to convey these concerns and 

our total objection to these unacceptable boundary changes to the Australian 

Electoral Commission.  

2. We further request that the Colac Otway Shire Council seeks the retention of the 
name Corangamite for the Division as a Federation Seat which reflects a greater 
affinity to the nature of the Electoral Division than the name of Cox. 

3. That this meeting determines its strong endorsement of the Alternative Proposal 
for Electoral Boundaries for Corangamite presented to the meeting by Colac Otway 
Shire Council.  

  



Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 Provisions: 

Having satisfied the numerical imperatives set out in section 66 (3) (a) of the Electoral Act (the Act), 

the Augmented Electoral Commission which is established by section 70 of the Act to consider 

objections to the Redistribution Committee’s proposals must pursuant to the requirements of (3) (b) 

of section 66 take into due consideration community of interest, means of communication and 

travel, physical features and boundaries. 

Colac and district has a well-established and deepening community of interest with the Geelong 

region. The inextricable linkages span economic, commercial, cultural, educational, sporting, 

advocacy and regional development areas.  

Colac Otway Shire is an active member of the G21 Strategic Alliance of Councils which has been 

enormously successful in advocating priority projects and issues for the broader region.  The Council 

also participates in the Barwon Regional Partnership which has strong linkages into the State 

Government in establishing priority areas of activity where government support is sought to 

promote the prosperity, sustainability and quality of life, in addition to addressing specific social 

issues.  

The current upgrades of the Princes Highway to National Highway standard will draw the two 

centres of Colac and Geelong closer. This is in stark contrast to the C class road connections between 

Colac and Hamilton and the lack of any discernible affinity between the communities of Colac and 

Wannon.  

Whilst the numerical considerations of average elector numbers enrolled at the projected date are a 

significant consideration, the Redistribution Committee would be in error not to take into serious 

consideration the undeniable strong relationship between the Colac area and Geelong and the 

almost total absence of any tangible relationship with the Electoral Division of Wannon.  

In light of the Alternative Proposal delivering the elector numbers at virtually the median between 

maximum and minimum requirements, it is considered reasonable and indeed compelling that the 

Augmented Electoral Commission endorse the Council’s objections to the Redistribution 

Committee’s proposal for Corangamite and endorse the Alternative Proposal the Council puts 

forward. 

Name Change Division of Corangamite: 

The Redistribution Committee proposes changing the name of the Electoral Division of Corangamite 

to Cox in honour of May Cox (1883-1953), for her lasting legacy in teaching swimming and lifesaving 

to Victorians.  
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MEDIA RELEASE 
9 April, 2018 

 

 

 
Response to proposed Australian Electoral Commission’s new boundaries for Victorian electorates 

 
Quotes can be attributed to Mayor Joe McCracken 

 I’m bitterly disappointed that parts of the Colac Otway Shire could potentially be moved into the Wannon 
electorate as part of the proposed electoral redistribution. With all due respect to our friends in the west, 
this proposed change will have a serious detrimental effect on our community. Our social and economic 
interests are inextricably linked with Geelong and the Surf Coast. Almost all of our shire’s strategic and 
collaborative partnerships are to our east, including the G21 network of councils.  

 We won’t just stand by and let Colac be transferred into the political wilderness. We will strongly resist 
this proposed boundary change, because it is clear that Colac Otway’s economic interest and indeed its 
economic future is in the booming Geelong region. 

 The Colac Otway Shire has high levels of socio-economic disadvantage and strong, clear political 
advocacy is vital for representing the needs of our constituents. The Geelong region, particularly the 
northern areas of Geelong, also shares this challenge. To that end we have forged a very successful 
partnership via the GROW project, which tackles joblessness among our most disadvantaged residents.  
This proposed redistribution effectively cuts the Colac Otway Shire in half and severs our electoral 
connection with Geelong. This will make advocacy on behalf of our most vulnerable residents so much 
more difficult and complex. 

 We are pleased that our coast, including Apollo Bay and Lavers Hill, will potentially remain connected to 
the Geelong region via the newly-named Cox electorate. This will enable us to continue to nurture those 
partnerships that have secured transformational funding for projects such as the Princes Highway 
duplication and upgrades to the Great Ocean Road. However this doesn’t change the fact that I think that 
cutting the Colac Otway Shire in half via this boundary review is ludicrous. I won’t stand by and watch this 
redistribution dilute our ability to represent our residents and ratepayers. Council will be lodging a written 
objection to the report. 

 Whilst we respect the recognition of May Cox and her contribution to swimming and life-saving, removing 
the name of the federal seat of Corangamite is significant; especially as it takes away the namesake of 
Lake Corangamite, a significant and historical natural landmark in our region.  

 

Enquiries -   
 
Sarah Osborne 
P: (03) 5232 9521 
E: sarah.osborne@colacotway.vic.gov.au 
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RUNNING SHEET  
Public Meeting – Federal Boundary redistribution 
DAY: Thursday 19th April   
TIME: 7.00pm  
Venue: COPACC 
 

MC Mayor Joe McCracken 

Location COPACC Civic Hall   

Staff contacts at 
COPACC 

Jill Sharp and Natalie Atherden 

 
Time Event/person involved Details 
6.25pm Tea and coffee set up in the Civic Hall foyer COPACC staff 

 
6.30PM 

 
Working party arrive – set up 
(Equipment: 4 x cordless microphones and front table with seating for 8; 
set up for Powerpoint presentation, test of AV equipment) 
 

 
 
COPACC staff and 
Joe McCracken 

 
 
7.00PM 

 
Welcome 

- Introduce councillors, Acting CEO 
- Go over ground rules 
- Purpose of the meeting/agenda 

 
Joe McCracken 

 
 
7.05PM 

Outline of boundary changes 
 

- AEC guidelines 
- Current map and proposed map (highlighting changes) 

 

Joe McCracken 

 
 
7:10PM 

A possible solution to the redistribution 
-  

Robert Dobrzynski 
 

 
 
7.15PM 

Questions/comments from the floor (equipment cordless microphones to 
be made available to those speaking from the floor) 

Notes to be 
recorded by COS 
staff  

 
 
8.20PM 

Statements from Libby Coker & Sarah Henderson Joe McCracken and 
Sarah Henderson 

 
 
8.25PM 

Wrap up and thank you Joe McCracken 

 
 
8.30PM 

Close  

 



































 

    
    

        
     

       
     

  
     

        
      
      
      

     
        

      
    

 





  

MEDIA RELEASE 
20 April, 2018 

 

 

 

Proposed AEC electoral boundary changes / Corangamite 
The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has issued its report on the proposed boundary changes to the Federal 
Electoral Divisions impacting on Colac Otway Shire.  
The report can be viewed at https://www.aec.gov.au/Electorates/Redistributions/2017/vic/index.htm  
The AEC has invited public comment on the proposed changes relating to the Division of Corangamite which impacts on 
Colac Otway Shire.  
Colac Otway Shire Council convened a public meeting held on Thursday 19 April 2018 to gain feedback from the community 
on the AEC report.  
At the Community Meeting the Colac Otway Shire Council presented an alternative to the boundary proposal which Council 
will vote on at a Special Council Meeting on Wednesday 2 May 2018  
The alternative proposal may be viewed here on the Colac Otway Shire Council website – alternative to AEC boundary 
proposal.  
 
The public meeting determined the following motion: 
 
Motion passed at Community Meeting convened by Colac Otway Shire Council on 19 April 2018 

1. We the members present at this public meeting strongly oppose the proposed electoral boundary changes as put forward 
by the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) on the following grounds: 

 
i. The proposed changes do not meet the AEC’s own criteria with regard to the ‘community interest’ in that we have 

little or no affinity with the communities to our west as we currently do to our east, in particular Geelong. 
ii. All our government services, including important areas such as health and education, are linked to Geelong with 

which we will soon have a completed duplicated highway from Colac which will enable a vastly improved commuting 
between the two towns.  

iii. We are currently well served by our hard-working Member of Parliament who has recently opened a second 
electoral office in Colac. We will not have ready access to our Federal Member if we are isolated in the far south-
east corner of the approximately 36,000 square kilometre electorate of Wannon.  

iv. The proposal will split the Colac Otway Shire in to two different electorates creating the need to negotiate such 
things as funding for the Shire’s needs with two different Federal Members of Parliament. This situation will create a 
‘them and us’ situation which is not at all desirable.  

I therefore request the Colac Otway Shire Councillors to convey these concerns and our total objection to these 
unacceptable boundary changes to the Australian Electoral Commission.  

 
2. We further request that the Colac Otway Shire Council seeks the retention of the name Corangamite for the Division as a 

Federation Seat which reflects a greater affinity to the nature of the Electoral Division than the name of Cox. 
 

3. That this meeting determines its strong endorsement of the Alternative Proposal for Electoral Boundaries for Corangamite 
presented to the meeting by Colac Otway Shire Council.  

Moved by Phil Edge 
Seconded by Keith Armistead 
Carried by vote at the Community Meeting – Thursday 19 April, 2018 
 
 



 

Members of the public wishing to comment on the AEC report proposal for the seat of Corangamite, including the name 
change to Cox, are urged to make a submission to the AEC at 
https://www.aec.gov.au/Electorates/Redistributions/2017/vic/index.htm  
 
Should any further information be sought on the AEC proposal or the alternative proposal to be considered by Colac Otway 
Shire Council at a Special Meeting on Wednesday 2 May 2018 please contact Council on 5232 9400. 
 
 
Enquiries -   
 
Sarah Osborne 
P: (03) 5232 9521 
E: sarah.osborne@colacotway.vic.gov.au 
  




















