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1.  Introduction 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the submissions to the 2017 Victorian federal 
redistribution. 

As I stated in my submission (S50), I was born in Victoria and have lived in the state for 
much of my life. I have a background in political science and Australian history, and my 
career is in public policy and public administration. I submit this comment in a purely private 
capacity, and my suggestions should in no way be construed as the views of my employer. I 
am not a member of any political party. 

In my original suggestion, I chose to focus my efforts on division boundaries, and did not 
consider division names in any great detail. Having reviewed the other suggestions provided 
to the Committee, I feel in a position to turn my mind from political science to Australian 
history, and provide some comments on the subject of division names. 

In addition, I have had limited time in the past fortnight to examine the division boundaries 
suggested by others. Rather than make hasty or ill-considered comments on the boundaries 
suggested by others, I have elected to confine my comments to suggested division names. I 
hope that my comments are of use to the Committee. 

1.1  Overview of submissions 

By my count, the committee received: 

 43 submissions regarding division names; 
 8 submissions regarding division boundaries; and 
 16 submissions which dealt with both names and boundaries. 

As submissions dealing with division names were so numerous, I have elected to respond 
largely in aggregate rather than address each in turn. In this section, I will highlight some key 
themes arising from submissions: 

 In recognition of the involvement of Angus McMillan in the mass murder of Aboriginal 
people, 34 submissions propose to abolish the name McMillan. The majority of these 
submissions proposed that the name be replaced by one selected by representatives 
of the local Gunaikurnai and Bunurong peoples: Bunjileene-Purrine. 

 For similar reasons, and to facilitate greater recognition of a significant Aboriginal 
historical figure, 6 submissions propose to abolish the name Batman, generally in 
favour of Simon Wonga. 
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 12 submissions propose that a division be named for General Sir John Monash, in 
recognition of outstanding service to his country (principally in the First World War, in 
civil engineering, and in education and charitable fields). Most of these submissions 
suggest that the name Melbourne Ports be abolished to facilitate such recognition. 

 17 submissions proposed names for the new 38th division, with the majority 
suggesting commemorating former Prime Minister The Rt Hon Malcolm Fraser AC, 
CH, GCL (8) or restoring the former division name of Burke (5). A further five 
submissions proposed that the name Fraser be used for another (generally rural) 
division given his strong association with regional Victoria. 

 A small number of submissions suggested that the names Gellibrand and Hotham 
be abolished in favour of more significant figures, with suggestions including Monash, 
first female Speaker of the House Joan Child AO, first and only female Premier of 
Victoria Joan Kirner AC and Aboriginal activist and community leader William 
Cooper. 

1.2  Overview of existing names 

Rather than comment solely on a handful of current or proposed names, it seems important 
to give a brief overview of the existing division names. In doing so, I will touch briefly upon 
each of the criteria listed in the Guidelines. I will also highlight two additional criteria which I 
believe should be considered by the committee, specifically whether a name commemorates 
a prominent Australian woman or a person from a culturally and linguistically diverse 
background. 

 Nine divisions (Ballarat, Corangamite, Corio, Indi, Jagajaga, Kooyong, Mallee, 
Maribyrnong and Wannon) have Aboriginal names or names derived from 
Aboriginal words, although as noted in S8, only one of these (Jagajaga) is named for 
an individual or individuals. Several of these are original Federation division names. 

 Once divisions with Aboriginal names are accounted for, only five other original 
Federation division names remain (Bendigo, Flinders, Gippsland, Melbourne and 
Melbourne Ports). Only one of these (Flinders) is named for a prominent person in 
Australian history. The other four are named for geographical features. 

 Seven divisions (Bruce, Deakin, Gorton, Holt, McEwen, Menzies and Scullin) are 
named for former Prime Ministers. All seven men are deceased, and all 
represented a Victorian division in the House of Representatives. The only former 
Prime Minister who meets those criteria and does not have a division named for him 
is Fraser. 

 Just four divisions (Aston, Chisholm, Dunkley and Goldstein) – slightly over 10 per 
cent of the total – are named for prominent women in Australian history. 

 As far as I am able to determine, only one division (Isaacs) is named for a prominent 
Australian from a culturally and linguistically diverse background. 

 One division (Murray) is named purely for a geographical feature, and does not 
meet any of the ‘positive’ criteria. 

 The remaining ten divisions are named for prominent individuals from Australian 
history. Seven are figures from the eighteenth and nineteenth century (Batman, 
Gellibrand, Hotham, Lalor, La Trobe and McMillan) while the remaining three 
(Calwell, Casey and Higgins) are remembered chiefly for their roles in early- to mid-
twentieth century Australia.  














