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Tt Good Shephiord Home
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Telephone (07) 4772 9900 Facsimile (07) 4779 2093
Website www tgsh.org.au  Email admin@igsh.org.au
ABN 33 905 968 697

FACSIMILE MESSAGE
To: AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION

Fax No: (07) 3834 3452

From: THE COUNCIL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD HOME
Fax No: (07) 47792093 Phone: (07) 4772 9900
Date: 19/08/09

This facsimile comtains confidential infarmation that is intended for use only by the addressee. If yon have recetved this facsimile

in error, you arc advised that copying, disclosing or otherwisc acting in rellance on thin feximile Is expressly prohibited. If you have
received this document in orvor, pleass notiy ua immedintely by telephone or facsimilc, and then efther destroy the facsimilc ot returh
It to un hy post. Your ¢clatm for reimburscment of reasonable costs in complying with this request will he attendod to.

Message:

Attached is an official objection to the proposed redistribution of the seats of Herbert
and Dawson.
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17" August 2009

The Australian Electoral Commission
G P O Box 2590
BRISBANE QLD 4001

Dear Commissioner
The membars of the Council of The Good Shepherd Home Limited wish to lodge an ohjection to

the proposed redistribution in the seat of Herbert which would sge significant parts of
Townsville including the Good Shepherd Home become a part of the division of Dawson,

These are sevaral reasons for our objection —

¢ The Good Shepherd Homa is a 240 bed residential aged care facility lacated in Annandale, a

suburb of Townsville. The Home provides services to residents of Townsville. Issues
affecting the Good Shepherd Home have a flow on affect to residents of Townville seeking
aged care services. The Home and its residents share no community of interest with the
electorate of Dawson or the city of Mackay in which the representative for that area is
located. The issues affecting the Good Shepherd Home and its residents can only
adequately be attended to by a member residing in Townsville.

* The Good Shepherd Home has significant ties to The Townsville Hospital and the Townsville

Health Service District generally. The Home currently houses 17 Townsville Hospital
patients as part of an effort to relieve pressure on the Hospital's waiting list. There Is
significant commonality in the issues that face both the Hospital and the Good Shepherd.
Whilst It is proposed that the Good Shepherd will fall within the boundary of Dawson, The
Townsville Hospital and the administrative office of the Townsville Health Service District
are both located in the federal seat of Herbert.

» The focus for the Member for Dawson is currently and will remain with the city of Mackay —

a significant reglonal city in its own right. [t is not realistic to expect the Member for
Dawson to give either a nursing home, or any other of the proportionately small number of
constituents located 390kms away in Townsville, the same time and consideration as issues

raised by Mackay based constituents.

* The suburb of Annandale, in which the Good Shepherd Home is located, has no community,

economic or regional links with the district of Dawson based on Mackay.
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The Council of The Good Shepherd Home daes not consider inclusion in an electorate whose
representative will be over 350 kilometres away adequate or serious representation. Due to
both economic and timeliness factors, it is impractical for the Home to raise issues with a
member located in Mackay. The representation of the Good Shepherd, the Home's residents
and the constituents of Annandale will effactively be removed if the proposed redistribution is
to proceed. It has been the understanding of the Home’s Council and Managemant that, when
determining electoral boundaries, serious consideration was given to Community of Interest.
Clearly if tha proposed distribution is allowed to proceed this cannat be the case.

We trust the above reasons will be given due consideration in ensuring all Australians receive
their entitlement to true representation in the drafting of the federal electoral boundaries.

Yaurs Sincerely

—_—

Acting Chai
The Good Shepherd Home
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