




















Stinger
strikes
snorkeller

A MAN was evacuated
froma Whitsunday
island after he fell ill
following a suspected
marine sting yesterday.

The 22-year-old man,
from Finland, wason a
snorkelling day trip
when he was stung on
the face about 11.30am.

An RACQ-CQ Rescue
spokeswoman said the
man was snorkelling
near Hayman Island
when a jellyfish
brushed against his
jaw.

“He experienced
tingling, lower back
pain and lower limb
pain and was treated on
the boat by a first aid
officer before being
taken to Hayman
Island,” the
spokeswoman said.

The man was given
morphine for his pain
before therescue
helicopter arrived on
theisland.

The man was taken to
Mackay Hospitalina
stable condition.

It was unclear what
type of stinger had
stung the man
yesterday.

JCU stinger
researcher Dr Jamie
Seymour said the man’s
symptoms could be
indicative of anything
from a blue-bottle toan
irukandji.

He said it wasnot
completely rare to

experience marine
stings at this time of
year.

“The stinger season
runs somewhere in
November through to
May, but this can vary,
depending on weather
and other factors.”

Surf Life Saving
Queensland (SLSQ)
regional manager Peter
Roulston said stingers
could be lurking in
North Queensland
waters year round.

Mr Roulston said
swimmers could protect
themselves by wearing
stinger suits or
protective clothing in
the water.

Child link to
house blaze

POLICE are
investigating whether
a young child playing
with matches ora
lighter may have
caused a fire which
gutted a Mount Isa
house.

Three adults and
three children fled from
the house on Beta St
after the fire broke out
about 8.30pm on
Monday.

Firefighters arrived
to find the house well
alight.

The three adults were
taken to Mount Isa
Hospital suffering from
smoke inhalation, while
the children were
assessed by paramedics
at the scene.

Mount Isa Police
Inspector Paul Biggin
said yesterday the fire
was not being treated as
suspicious.

It was understood a
four-year-old child may
have been playing with
matches or a cigarette
lighter before the fire
started.
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Terminal on rocks

Receivers called in as developer owes $100m

By TONY RAGGATT and
DANIEL BATEMAN

THE developer of the
Townsville Ocean Terminal
project, Gold Coast lender
City Pacific, has collapsed
into receivership.

1t is not yet clear what will
become of the project en-
dorsed by the State Govern-
ment.

A spokesman for Infra-
structure and Planning Min-
ister Stirling Hinchliffe said
yesterday the department

was in discussions with re-
ceivers to brief the Govern-
ment on the way forward.

Ian Carson, Daniel Bryant
and Grant Sparks of PPB
were appointed as receivers
and managers of City Pacific
by its secured lender yester-
day. It is understood City Pa-
cific owes about $100 million
to the Commonwealth Bank.

Mr Carson said the re-
ceivers had taken control of
City Pacific’s business.

“The loss of the role as re-
sponsible entity of the City

Pacific First Mortgage fund,
which occurred as a result of
the Federal Court’s determi-
nation on Monday 20 July,
has had a significant impact
upon City Pacific’s ability to
service its debts and remain
viable,” he said in a state-
ment.

“We will work quickly to
implement strategies for
City Pacific's assets, includ-
ing ... as developer of the
proposed Townsville Ocean
Terminal project and associ-
ated development.”

The company’s terminal
project director Will
Hattingh said it was in dis-
cussions with the adminis-
trator, bankers, the State
Government and other
stakeholders to investigate
several options for the pro-
ject surviving the collapse.

“I've been involved in this
project now for seven/eight
years and worked very hard
for various parties, including
State Government, council
and the port, and our part-
ners Tabcorp, and I cannot

see all these people walking
away from it,” he said.

“All stakeholders will work
hard to find a way within the
constraints of the agreement
in place to see the project
survive and the construction
of a very important piece of
infrastructure to commence
very soon next year, or early
next year.

“It's not going to be easy.
Any project of this magni-
tude is going to be hard in the
current financial climate, but
with innovation, we might
keep it alive.”

ANGRY ..

. voters yesterday. RIGHT: Jessica Passmore makes a point Photos: EVAN MORGAN
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Voters take a swing
at boundary plan

IRATE Annandale and Wulguru residents
vented their anger over proposed electoral
boundary changes at a meeting last night.

The meeting, at Annandale Community
Centre, was organised by Herbert MP Peter
Lindsay.

An Australian Electoral Commission
redistribution proposal would put about 10,000
voters in Annandale and Wulguru, excluding
Lavarack Barracks, in the Mackay-based
federal seat of Dawson.

Dawson MP James Bidgood came in fora
hammering at the meeting. Annandale resident
Irene Kennedy made her feelings about the
Labor politician from Mackay quite clear.

“Ithink the member for Dawson doesn’t have
our best interests at heart,” Ms Kennedy said.

“He has already made it clear he will not have
an office here.”

Resident Mark McGregor said he would make
invalid votes at federal elections if he was moved
into the federal seat of Dawson.

“Idon’t want to be voting for a bypass road
down in Mackay,” Mr McGregor said. “I want to

e voting for aring road near where I live.”

Annandale’s Mal Heron said the city had to
realise electoral boundaries would need to move
as the population grew, but the city did not need
to be split yet, or in this way.

“Sooner or later Townsville will have to face
the prospect of being cut down the middle,” Mr
Heron said.

“But Ithink the electoral commission will
have to grab that opportunity later on.

“It could be a more dramatic boundary
change, down the middle like Brisbane.”

Army Chaplain Rod Bailey said he lived in
Annandale and worked ‘across the road’.

“Idon’t want to be alienated from my
community,” he said.

Mr Lindsay sald residents in the affected
areas should lodge handwritten submissions to
the commission. “If we can get the right number
of objectionsin...they willsay ‘we have gota
problem here’,” Mr Lindsay said. “There is no
political motivation on my part. We are doing
this because thisis right.”

About 10,000 voters in Stuart and Oonoonba
were moved into Dawson before the last
election. When residents asked Mr Lindsay
about moving those people back into Herbert he
said he thought it was ‘already a done deal’, but
he would consider having a meeting with those
residents ifthere was community interest.

The AEC will take written objections on the
redistribution proposals until August 21.

I — JENNIFER O'REILLY
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Aussies the worst husbands Drowning islands’ plea for help

AUSTRALIAN men make the worst
husbands in the world because they
loathe helping out with the
housework, a British study claims.

An economist from Oxford
University found that women
wanting to settle down were better
off finding a bloke from Scandinavia,
the United States or Britain than
Australia.

Study author Dr Almudena
Sevilla-Sanz said that based on her
study of 12 developed countries, men
and women were both more likely to
cohabit or marry if they believed
their partner would help out with the
household chores and childcare.

But it appears that when it comes
to finding a husband willing to help
out, Australian women have a tough
time.

Dr Sevilla-Sanz’s study ranked
Australia as the least egalitarian
society, making its men unattractive
marriage partners because they were
less likely to do household chores.

Norway, Sweden, Great Britain,
the US and Northern Ireland were
judged to be the most egalitarian
countries, making their men the
most attractive marriage partners.

Next were the Netherlands,
Ireland, Spain, New Zealand, Japan,
Germany, Austria and Australia in
last place.

“In egalitarian countries you
might, in principle, expect to see
women preferring to remain single
rather than face the prospect of
spending more time doing household
chores,” Dr Sevilla-Sanz said.

SMALL Pacific island nations in
danger of drowning under rising sea
levels pleaded with Australia and
New Zealand yesterday to slash their
greenhouse gas emissions.

They made their appealat a
meeting of Small Island States in
Cairns, ahead of the Pacific Islands
Forum that officially opens today.

SIS chairman and Niue Premier
Toke Talagisaid the seven-nation
alliance would push Australia and
New Zealand toagree to cut
emissions by 45 per cent by 2020 and
by 85 per cent by 2050.

“We understand the difficulties
that developed countries have with
respect to the changes that are
needed,” he said. “(However) we must
make a strong stance with respect to
greenhouse gas emissions and

advocate the small island states’ view
inrespect to climate change.”

The Australian Government has
said it is working towards a 5 per cent
to 15 per cent cut on 2000 emission
levels by 2020 while New Zealand has
set a 50 per cent reduction target on
1990 levels by 2050.

Climate Change Minister Penny
Wong said Australia would listen to
the island nations’ concerns.

New Zealand Prime Minister John
Key told a business forumin
Brisbane New Zealand was
examining the impact of agriculture.

“Fifty per cent of our emissions come
from animals burping and farting,
which is a bit more complex than coal-
fired power stations,” he said. “Ican’t
say we've got the solution yet — we
certainly don't feed them curries.”
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Terror raid
brings home
message

SECURITY is being beefed up
at Lavarack Barracks in the
wake of overnight raids in
Melbourne which have foiled
what could have been a deadly
suicide attack on Australian soil.
In aseven-month joint
investigation, police uncovered
an alleged plot by men of
Somalian and Lebanese descent
to storm the Holsworthy Army
Barracksin Sydney, home to
several thousand troops, and
launch a suicide shoot-out. It is
alleged there had also been
suspicious activity around other
Australian Defence Force bases,
the details of which have yet to
berevealed. North Queensland,
with its strong garrison
presence, will be horrified at
yesterday’s raids in Melbourne,
which have rammed home the
threat of terrorism and just how
closeit isto our everyday
life.Lavarack Barracks is home
to thousands of troops, many of
them with families and friends
based in Townsville. It is the
3RAR battalion based at
Holsworthy that willbe
relocated to Townsville from
2011, as part ofamajor
expansion of Lavarack’s defence
force personnel. It's a sobering
and terrifying thought to know
that our troops, the brave men
and women that defend our
country, are now being targeted
by Islamic extremists. Coming
just two weeks after the fatal
Jakarta hotel bombing, these
arrests are a reminder that
terrorists can strike at any time
and that Australia is not
immune from their sinister
ways. The Australian Federal
Police, which bungled the
Mohammed Haneef arrest two
years ago, must be given credit
for uncovering the plot and
defusing it before it was carried
out. It is also a reminder to
Australians that we must be
forever vigilant. If you suspect
terrorist activity, report it. It is
better to be safe than sorry.

Electoral humbug

RESIDENTS of Annandale are
justifiably upset with proposed
changes to Federal electoral
boundaries, which would place
them in the Mackay-based seat
of Dawson, instead of the
Townsville-based seat of
Herbert. A meeting last night of
concerned residents talked of
the ‘ridiculous’ nature of the
proposed new boundaries, which
means the people of
Annandale’s local federal MP
will be 400km away.

As part of the proposed re-
distribution, the northern
beaches will be excised from
Kennedy, held by independent
Bob Katter, and put into
Herbert, held narrowly by the
Liberals' Peter Lindsay.

Of course, the ruling Labor
Party won't have a problem with
the new boundaries, making
Herbert easier to win as
hundreds of defence families
livein Annandale, and they are
traditional Liberal voters.

But it does seem a bit rich to be
living in a Townsville suburb,
only to have your local MP based
in Mackay.It'salong way to go

for an appointment.

- Don't rely on global
BeaCh an eyesore warming projections

PLANT Casuarinas along the
Highway. Save Queens Beach
from the Greens.

It soundsabitofa
contradiction but sadly, it's true.

The Queens Beach Esplanade
residents pay the highest rates
in Bowen and yet they are the
most neglected and the most
abused.

The beachfront should be one
of the most beautifulin Bowen,
but if you care to drive that way,
you will see along the middle
section, a scruffy, ugly and
unkempt foreshore. This area is
the shining glory of the Greens.

It features an array of mainly
Casuarina trees, some of which
have died, but still lie forlornly as
ifa testament to some battle.

These trees are ideal for
blocking out views of the ocean.

Afterall, why do we want
people to see the sea? If the
councilis so ashamed of sea
views, I hope they will tell
potential residents that they aim
toput a stop to all the pleasures
of sea views.

Casuarina trees are beautiful,
but, as they can form a dense
barrier, surely they would be
ideally placed along the highway
toshield and hide the salt works
and airport. Imagine an avenue
of them!

Well, back to Queens Beach.

Yes, you may have heard that
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UGLY ... Queens Beach has been left to rack and ruin

v
there is to be more tree planting
along the esplanade.

I have heard that the aimis to
protect the dunes from erosion.
A worthy cause, but recently
some well-established Guinea
grass that had adapted well to
the dunes has now been
poisoned and slashed. So much
for protecting the dunes!
Apparently only native plants

can save us!

Allthe home and land owners
along the esplanade that I have
spoken to allagree that we would beautified as well?
like to see plenty of ground cover
of grasses, shrubs and, wait for
it, maybe some wild flowers.

They also say that some
spaced out Queensland palm

1924 > The 1962 > US
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: Annle, by Monroe Is
o Harold Gray, found dead in
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ﬁ KA Angeles home.
= :
o : A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in His holy habitation . - — Psaim 68:5

trees would be the most ideal
and attractive trees to plant.
However when you mention
palm trees to the Greens, they
almost choke! They seem to
suffer from palmaphobia.

As anew resident to Bowen
and Queensland, I have
marvelled at the Foxtail,
Alexander and Carpentaria
palms amongst many others
native to our state that beautify
most gardens in town. Isit too
much to ask that the beachesare reunion. The reunionisbeing heldin

Do we want visitors to marvel T
at our town’s beaches orsay they —contact us via email at wavellreunion

couldn’t see them?

PROFESSOR Ian Plimer (TB
25/07/09) has described the predictions
of man made global warming calamity
as ‘A load of hot air’.

Iwould think we should not rely on
projections as to what will happen in
10 or 20 years time as made by such
people as Al Gore and other global
warming advocates.

Iwas intrigued recently when
reading a book about Burke and Wills
by Alan Moorehead. Writing about
Melbourne in the mid-19th century
the author maintained ‘in this mild
climate there was no great struggle to
keep warm during the winter months'.
Perhaps Melbourne’s climate was
warmer in those days.

LEO McMANUS,
Cranbrook.

Wavell ex-students
to hold reunion "

DID you commence Year 8 at Wavell
State High Schoolin Brisbane in 1972?
Year 10in 1974? Year 12in 1976?

If so, you are invited to a school

Brisbane on Saturday, October 24, If
you are interested in attending please

@hotmail.com.
GRAHAM SMITH and ROBYN!
ATTWOOD (nee FAULKNER).. &

JIM SHEARING,
Queens Beach.






