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OBJECTION TO PROPOSED FEDERAL ELECTORAL REDISTRIBUTION - TASMANIA

Thc Cradle Coast Authorit l, is an indcpcndcnt body created by thc ninc local govcrnmcnt Councils oInorthwest
Tasmania to advocate and coordinate sustainablc dcvelopmcnt of thc Cradle Coast region.

Thc Cradlc Coast region includcs thc combined local govcrnmcnt areas ol'Burnie City', Ccntral Coast, Circular Hcad,
Devclnport City, Kentish, King Island. l-atrobe, Waratah-Wyn1'ard and Wcst Coast Council-s. the boundarics of rvhich
coincidc with those of the ABS statistical division of Mersey-Lyell.

In its previous submission to this revicrv (28/04/0ii), thc Authority rccommcnded that boundaries of the Braddon
elcctorate bc aligne d with those of thc Cradlc Coast/Mersey-L1'cll re gion. noting that
. dcspite their unique identit ics. thc local c<lmmunitics of its mcmbcr council areas are increasingll '  speaking and

acting collectively as a distinct rcgion of Tasmania:
. most Statc and Fcdcral govcrnnlcnt scrvices and init iatives delivered on a rcgional basis arc now aligncd to this

regional  catchment  and'comrnuni t l  o f  in terest ' ;  and
r the rvellbeing of all communities in the region relies on man)'csscntial sen'ices, including health, education and

lransport, that are delir.ered as highly integraled. rvhole-of-region svstcms.

The Authority notes the Comrnission's proposal to include West Coast and Kentish Councils in the Braddon electorate,
but transfer the Latrobe Council area to Lvons. In the Authorit l, 's opinion. rvhilst this proposal satisfies statistical
rcquiremcnts. the rcmoval ol Latrobe eltectively ncgatcs thc significant conrmunity of interest bcnefits of adding Wcst
Coasl and Kcntish to l]raddon.

The Authority f irrnly believes that the region's interests would best be served by electoral boundaries that re flect the
way the rcgion rvorks. The Cradlc Coast rcgion u'orks as one region. and should bc one clcctorate.

Within thc region, thc urban strip bctwcen Wynyard and Latrobc functions as an intcgratcd scrvice corridor supporting
communities along its length and throughout its rural hintcrland. including Kentish and Wcst Coast. Fragmentation of
polit ical rcprcsentation and advocacy for this corridor. as a wholc. could ieopardise the integrity of thr:se services and
rckindlc clcments of the parochialism that local govcrnmcnt in the region has worked hard to ovcrcomc in rcccnt years.

The Authority acknos'ledges the AEC's obligation to ensure sirnilar numbcrs of electors in each electoratc, but
considcrs that thc communitics and elcctors of thc rcgion it scn,cs rl 'ould gladly tradc a marginal dccrcasc in statistical
represcntation lbr thc unitl '  and crit ical mass of a singlc rcgional clcctoratc.

This position is supponed by'the Authority's Board and its Council Representatives Croup (trvo delegates frorn each
Council). which currcntly includes thc Mayors of all ninc Cradle Coast Councils.

Yours sincerely

'(,8.,

Roger Jacnsch
Exccutivc Chairman

cc Cradle Coasl  Counci ls


