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Dear Sir,

Please find attached my objection to the proposed redistribution of electoral boundaries in Tasmania.
A hard copy of my objection has been posted.

Grant Atkins

39 Sunhaven Drive,
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Austral ian Electoral Off icer for Tasmania.
Austral ian Electoral Commission.
CPO Box 520.
Hobar t  TAS.  7001

Dear Sir .

Redistr ibut ion of Federal  Electoral  Boundaries in Tasmania

I wri te to lodge my object ion to the recommended transfer of Latrobe Municipal i ty f rom
the electoral  subdivis ion of Braddon into the electorate of L1'ons. Iam total ly opposed to

this proposal because Latrobe Municipal i tv has a verv close connect ion to the Cradle
Coast Region and has l i t t le aff i l iat ion with the large sprarvl ing electorate of Lyons.

Latrobe has close social .  economic. govenlance, histor ical  and sport ing connect ions rvi t l t

the Cradle Coast Region and these should not be severed by an electoral  boundary
change. For manr vears member Counci ls of the Cradle Coast Regiorr have worked hard
to delelop the strong regional f iamervork that exists between member counci ls toda1.
Regional cooperat ion exists with water supplr ' .  emergency services. health care.
transport .  tour ism. resource management.  planning. industry ' .  advocacy'  and educat ion. I f
Latrobe is transl 'erred out of Braddon these imoortant resional act iv i t ies could be
jeopardized.

The Devonport  Airporl  and Mersey Community t- lospital  are both important communit l
faci l i t ies serving the Cradle Coast area and located within the Latrobe Municipal i ty, .  In
the last Federal  elect ion the importance of the Mersey'Community Hospital  to the
Braddon electorate u'as highl ighted with an outcome that has substant ial ly increased
funding for Tasmania's struggl ing health system. Had the hospital  been located in Ly'ons
the outcome ma! have been much di f ferent with no addit ional funding beirrg provided.
Many of the vegetables and crops grown within the r ich agricul tural  areas of Latrobe are
processed in other Cradle Coast centres and transported interstate through the Devonporl
and Burnie ports.

ln recent 1,ears the electorate of Braddon has been a marginal seat rvhich has resulted in
close attent ion by pol i t ical  part ies. Right ly or wrongly the people of the Braddon
electorate have benefited from this situation. If Latrobe is removed fronr Braddon its
9000 plus residents could wel l  miss out on future important government assistance to the
area and become the poorer member of the Cradle Coast Region. The pol i t ical
representat ion of Latrobe residents clear ly si ts with the Cradle Coast Region not the
Lyons electorate.

l .atrobe residents have l i t t le i f  any community of interest vr, i th other centres in the Lyons
electorate. Latrobe's community is c losel l ,  l inked to the City of Devonport  lvhich has the
largest populat ion of any torvn or ci ty within Braddon. Latrobe residents are only ' f ive
minutes awat 'by car f iom Devonport  and Port  Sorel l  residents are onl l '  l5 minutes away.
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A si-snif icarrt proport ion of the people from Latrobe Municipali ty undertakes their
commercial business in Devonport and also rvork and shop there. Residents from Latrobe
Municipali ty also travel to Devonport for recreational. social and cultural activit ies.

I have read the Redistr ibution Cornmittees report and f ind no convincing argument as to
ri 'hv Latrobe lVlunicipali t ."- should be removed f iom the L1'ons electorate. The proposal
appears to be more of a decision based orr "adjLrsting electoral numbers fbr convenience"
rather than fbr anl logical reason. The result of this being that i t  is the residents of
Latrobe that rvi l l  ult imately suffer. Clause 73 of the report sug-qests that Latrobe has
commercial. tourism and transport l inks uith those local government areas to the east.
Whilst such l inks ma1' exist in proporl ion they are minor to the many l inks that Latrobe
N{urricipalitv shares r.vith Devonport City and other major coastal centres to the rvest. It
could rvel l  be argued that the Kentish Municipali ty has a greater connection to the east
part icularly in relation to tourism as the Union Bridge Road arrd Olivers Hil l  Road
proride imporlant l inkages betu'een the Deloraine/Mole Creek area. Cradle Mountain and
Kentish area.

Whilst Latrobe Municipali ty has l imited cornmunity of interest rvith the
Deloraine/Westblrr) area it  has no community'of interest rvith other centres of Ly'ons
such as St Helens. Snansea. Carnpbell  Toun. [-ongford. Neu Norfblk. Bridgen'ater.
Ouse. Derrvent Bridge. Bothr,vell etc. To remove Latrobe fiom Braddon and to place it in
an electorate u' i th these distant locations has no real logic part icularly rvlren considering
the issue of comnrunit l '  of interest.

The Redistr ibution Committee obviously has a diff icult task to consider the redistr ibution
of elector numbers as required under the guidelines set within the Commonrvealth
Electoral Act. Without access to the data and resources available to the Cornmittee it  is
dif l lcult for individuals such as rn1'self to of ' fer alternative solutions. However to remove
the local government area of Latrobe from Braddon r,vould bring real and detrimental
injustice to those people rvho currently reside in the Municipali ty. There is no doubt that
the community of interest of the Latrobe Municipali ty is strongly connected to the Cit,v- of
Devonport and the Cradle Coast Region. The Committee is urged to reconsider i ts
decision on this irnportant issue and to leave Latrobe Municipali ty as paft of the Braddon
electorate.

Yours fa i th f i r l l r .
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Cirant Atkins.

39 Sunhaven Drive.

Por t  Sore l l .  TAS.  7307.
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